
































‘z 
ie. 
t 

— 
\¢ 








Copyright, 1922. by The Sunday School Times Co. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times-Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, July 29, 1922 


Vol. Sixty-four, No. 30 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 455 





Lesson for August 13 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters:...« - 





Ways of Working, and “The Way’”............ badnendt 446 
Man “Working Out” as God “Works In”...........+.. 446 
How “Pete” Set the World to Work. By W. M. Dan- 
RE ee Seereeeedceceensaseesverscecereseesccesses 447 
The Victorious Life ......... Waite kdaute hikowsVerecusacktae 447 
Pi BRIG LARGO) (ook 6 tino do ic knee ced sie euseindes ce ccceed 447 
Inspiration vs. Imagination ..........-.se-eeceereseeeercace 448 
The Little Sermon. By Henry W. Frost, D.D........... 48 


The Jew and the Newspaper: By Thomas M. Chalmers.. 449 
Ways of Working From Kansas City Delegates. Edited 


Eni ees. d,s las Pan sbep has so ccvcetice' skh co 450 
ES IN, BEL S e'p.v.c vs chad Shaccesbcoccinesdeseves 481-455 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Bessie E. 

SITE odk os i Adhvcbnacsscdoessccctsst ee 455 
SE, GI Soe Ueba Sai cnr copecbavececbodcgsegeccedtete 455 
ey ee cco ceccccnccas cb eseeeescoodeesee 456 

ve 


Lesson Calendar 


1. July 2—Ezekiel, the Watchman of Israel 
, Ezekiel 2:1 to 3: 27 
2. July 9—Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnez- 


WSS TORN oe iociin ci ec ansbvevicevcosccicisecs Scones Daniel 2 
3. July .16—The Handwriting on the Wall 

(Temperance Lesson.) ........ Sasa scokihbad Daniel 5 : 1-31 
4. July 23.—Daniel and the Lions ............ Daniel; 6 : 1-28 


5. July go—The First Return from Exile 
at, ' _Jéremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11 
6. August 6—The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated ‘ 
+ \ Mee Achat hippie. eee 2 2k ye HF 
7. August 13.—Esther Saves Her People ...Book of ther 
8 August 20~The Second Return from Exile 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 


9. August 27.—Nehemiah’s Prayer : PIR % Nehemiah 1 : 1-11 
1p, September 3.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls 
~~ GE Fgpaeetem oo cc idscadecssescceic Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 


11. September 10.—Teaching the Law of God 
, Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 
12. September 17.—The Message of Malachi 
Malachi 3:1 to 4\:3 
13. September 24.—Review. The Exile amd the Regtoration. 
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A HENEVER good advertising merits the name 

it is deserving of good attention. It is in- 

tended that no other kind of advertising shall ap- 
pear in The Sunday School Times. 

















“The Doors Being Shut” 
By Ruth G. Robinson 


Beat high and strong were the walls around, 
And stre as steel were the chains that bound. 
The doors were locked and I had no key, 

But One came in to abide with me. 


The walls were of stubborn circumstance, 

The chains were links of what men call chance, 
And freedom from durance I could not win, 

For the doors were shut ; but the Lord came in. 


Before, the place had been dark as night ; 

But the love in His face made a heavenly light ; 
The galling fetters grew less to bear, 

In the strength and joy of His presence there. 


Oh, praise the Lord, that our desperate hour 
Is ever the time of the might of His power! 


Not walls nor bars of the strongest prison 
Can hinder the coming of Christ arisen. 











Abiding— Where ? - 

Our homes both determine and disclose what 
we are. They are our abiding places; they represent 
us, and we represent them. , is evident, therefore, 
why our Lord pleads with all believers to abide in 
Him. It is possible for a real Christian to abide else- 
where. There are very plausible and deceptive abid- 
ing places offered. to the Christian as substitutes for 
his only true and safe abiding place, Christ him- 
self. Such substitutes do not need to be a matter of 


* Director of the Africa Jn 


- Banks to be abiding more in The Sunda 


open or conscious sin. In a little group of Christian 
workers ,who recently came together for prayer and 
fellowship and conference, Charles E. Hurlburt, the 
: h and Mission, said the fol- 
lowing searching words: “Where are we standing this 
morning? I think it very possible for me to be abid- 
ing more in the Africa Inland Mission than in the 
Lord. I think it is very possible for Truntbull and 
@ + School 
Times than in the Lord.” Have we all realized this 
danger concerning ourselves and the best, dearest 
form of Christian service in which we are engaged? 
No channel of activity, even when it is conducted 
in the name of the Lord and for his glory. and honor, 
is a safe op. place. “Jesus-only” is our true 
heme, now and forever. Shall we not ask him to 
detach us from all else, and so utterly and forever to 
plant us within himself that we shall be empowered 
to serve him, in all our activities in his name, as we 
never can do if we abide in them? 


x 
Defending the Bible! 


Evil men and evil spirits have always attacked 
the Bible. They always will, when they have any 
opportunity ‘to do so. 
the first: attack upon his Word among men was 
made by Satan in the garden of Eden. The last 
attack will end when “the fearful, and_ unbelieving, 
and abominable, and the murderers, arid fornicators, 
and sorcerers, 4 s, and all liars, their part 
shall be in ‘the t burneth with fire aad’ brim- 
stone; which is the second death,” And then God’s 


Word will stand as. it did in the beginning, unbroken . 


and unbreakable. Why, therefore, defend the Bible? 
As Spurgeon said: “You talk about ‘defending. the 
Bible! It’s a lion! Open the cage and let it out!” 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, “the lion of the tribe of 
Judah,” who is the living, incarnate Word, opened the 


cage and let the Bible-lion out when he quietly said .- 


“It is written” as his counter-attack against the 
onslaught of his “adversary the devil, as a roaring 


- unto glory” (Heb. 2:10). 


Sages. 


lion,” who sought to devour Christ by the temptations 
in the wilderness. Satan is described as a lion, and 
Christ is described as a lion; and the lesser one has 
no chance whatever against the Greater One. And 
when we remember that God’s written Word is as 
perfect as his incarnate Word, we need fear no at- 
tacks against either. 
a“ 


Our Captain . 
No human captain ever passed through all his 
campaigns undefeated,— unless he was more than 


‘human. And there has been only one human cap- 


tain' who at the same time was more than human. 
He is the God Man, Christ Jesus. He has never 
known defeat, and he never can know it. And he 
is our Captain, if we have received him as Saviour. 
He is responsible for victory in our every spiritual 
encounter. It is only when we take a battle out of 
his hands into our own that we are defeated. When 
we leave the battle in his hands,—for “the battle 
4s not yours, but God’s” — victory is not only possible, 
but certain. As a Christian leader said recently to 


‘a little group of men, “Christ is our Captain of sal- 


vation, not of defeat.” That is what the Holy Spirit 


‘ calls him with reference to all believers: “the cap- 
he Bible is God’s Word, and © i 


tain of their salvation” who is “bringing many sons 
- The Greek word. trans- 
lated “captain”: here is archegos; and only in this 


passage in the entire New Testament is this word 


used for “captain,” though there are many pas- 
eferring to “captains” (not Christ) in 
which t Greekwords are used. “The word-“ca 
tain” used for Christ means “the chief leader.” The 
samé word, reférring to Christ, is also translated 


. “Prince” and “Author,” as where our Lord is called 
. “the Prince of Life’ (Acts 3:15); and “the Author 


of our faith’ (Heb. 12:2). And so Christ is the 
author of our salvation, the creator of our faith, t 
Prince and Lord of our lives; and he is the always 
victorious, never defeated or defeatable captain in 
our eyeey encounter with sin and Satan. Do we need 
more 


The Bandits and the Psalms 


Last winter Dr. Howard Taylor, son of the late Hudson Taylor, who was the Founder of the China Inland Mission, 


was, with his wife, 


taken captive by bandits in one of the ‘more distant provinces of China. Dr. Tayloi has written 


~ the following account of the marvelous comfort that came to him, during his perilous captivity, from the Psalms. 


recently through the more distant provinces of 

China, were captured by bandits and carried 
away into the mountains, From the first they were 
threatened with cruelty or death unless their captors’ 
wishes were carried out, and as those wishes con- 
cerned the government they were entirely beyond the 
missionaries’ control. Possible murder or torture lay 
before them. And when one of them was released, 
her suspense and concern may well have involved 
more distress than the risks and hardships of her 
husband. 

Inder these conditions of special need, the Word 
of God came home to them “living and powerful,” 
especially the Psalms, Captured at poon on February 
16, the 47th day of the year, the 47th Psalm had 
brought earlier in the day this message: “He shall 
choose our inheritance for us.” And, lower down, 
“GOD is the King of all the earth”—lonely mountain 
fastnesses included. Travelling day and night to elude 
pursuit, on the second day the Psalm was the 48th: 
“This God is our God for ever and ever: He will 
be our guide even unto death’—and at midnight the 
King of the Brigands threatened them with death or 
suffering. On the morrow the words. were, .“Where- 
fore should I fear in the days of evil,” and “God 
will redeem my soul from the power of the grave.” 
(Psalm 49.) 

Next day, Sunday, was the first -whole day of . the 
missionaries’ separation. One was in the city, wor- 
shiping and praying with the children of God, ‘the 
other was on a high mountain top, camping out in 
the cold with the brigands. That day the word was, 
“Gather my saints together unto ME; those that have 
made a covenant with me by satrifice. And the 


Te missionaries, no longer young, travelling 





heavens shall declare His righteousness; for God is 
judge Himself.” He makes no mistakes. “Offer 
unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving: whoso offereth 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me, and pre- 
pareth a way that I may shew him the salvation of 
God.” (R. V. Marg.) 

And so it went on. The following- Friday it was 
the 55th Psalm, “Cast thy burden [literally, that He 
hath given thee} upon the Lora, and He shall sus- 
tain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved. . . . Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not 
live out half their days; but I will trust in Thee.” 
And on Saturday, while the brigands were stili being 
hunted from -place to place by rescuing soldiers, and 
were threatening their captive with death if the pur- 
suit was pressed, he read, “What time I am afraid, 
I will put my trust in Thee,” and all fear was taken 
away; also, “In God will I put my trust, I will not 
be afraid; what can flesh do unto me?” 

On the second Sunday the words were, “Be merci- 
ful unto me, O God, be merciful’ unto me; for my 
soul taketh refuge in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy 
wings will I take refuge, until these calamities be 
overpast. I will cry-unto God Most High; unto 
God that performeth all things..for me.” (Psalm 
57.) Two days later prayer found natural expression 
in the’ opening words of the 59th Psalm: “Deliver 
me from mine enemies, O my God; set me on high 
from them that rise up against me. Deliver me from 
the workers of iniquity, and save me from the blood- 
thirsty men.” ! On Friday, March 3, he read in_ the 
62d Psalm: “My soul, wait thou only upon God; 
for my expectation is from Him. He only is my 
rock and my salvation: He is my high tower: I shall 
not be moved.” Four days later it was Psalm 66, 6: 
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“He turneth the sea into dry land; they went through 
the river on foot: there did we rejoice in Him,” and 
he was enabled to rejoice in God, day by day to 
keep a cheerful face turned toward the belguaee. hat 
same day he read on; “For thou, O God, hast proved 
us: Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou 
broughtest us into the net: thou laidst a sore burden 
upon our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over 
our heads; we went through fire and through water; 
but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place,” and 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear; but verily God hath heard; He hath attended 
to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, which 
hath not-turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from 
me.” On Wednesday, rch 8, it was Psalm 67, 
“God be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
His face to shine upon us: that thy way ~ be known 
u earth, thy saving health among all nations.” 

rom time to time the missionary had opportunity to 
make known His “saving health” among the brigands; 
and, thank God, not without response: 

Day by day the lonely man was enabled to “serve 
the Lord with gladness,” even when at last all hope 
failed of the brigands being allowed to reform and 
rejoin the regular army—in which case he would have 
been at once released—and when the men reluctantly 
reverted to brigandage, from which they had ceased 
thus far, all these weeks of his rs . On that 
day (Saturday, March 11), the g and cemforting 
words were, in Psalm 70: 

“Let all,those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee; 

And let such as love thy salvation say continually, 

Let God be magnified. 

But 1 am poor and needy; 

Make haste unto me, O God: 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

O Lord, make no tarrying.” 


Next day, Sunday, was the worst of all; a town 
was ‘to be sacked and held to ransom. Much loss of 
life and cruelty were to be expected. Early that 
morning the missionary’s spirit was tried to the limit 
of endurance—but not beyond. Riding down from a 
lofty mountain toward the town in the valley in agony 
of soul, he cried to God to make bare His arm—to 
show forth His Almighty power and His infinite love. 


And He did. The heart of His servant: was lifted . 


into an atmosphere of perfect peace;-and he read, in 
Psalm 71: F 


“Rescue me, O my God, out Of the hand of. the’ wicked, 
Qut of, the hand of. the varignionue, ond exyel man. , 


For Thou art my ,hope, O. Lord, 
Thou. art my trust from my youth.” 


The’ Spirit helped ‘his infirmities; and ‘his groan- 
ings, gave place to quiet waiting upon God. Abra- 
ham’s prayer for Sodom came tg. mind. In this threat- 
ened town were twenty or more believers... Would. He 
not spare it?» “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” The town was spared, though neighboring 
villages were ruthlessly burned to thé ground. After 
some hours the attack was repulsed with loss. And 
the Lord’s servant was engaged half that after- 
noon in Red Cross work among the brigands—heaping 
coals of fire upon their heads, that were not without 
effect. 

On Monday the attack was to be resumed, but again 
prayer prevailed and, instead, the large band of 
brigands moved meekly off to a considerable distance, 


beyond the risk of reprisals—their commanding officer” 


in a humble, chastened spirit, fasting. The beautiful 
72d Psalm came among the chapters for that day. 
It will be readily understood with what gratitude and 
longing the Lord’s messenger read “There shall be a 
handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the 
aig pee the fruit thereof shall shake like Leba- 
non,” an 


“Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who only doeth wondrous things: 

And blessed be His glorious name for ever; 
And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. 
Amen and amen. 


oa Wednesday of that week he read, feelingly, Psalm 


“O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the wild 
beast; ‘ 

Forget not the life of Thy poor forever. 

Have respect unto the covenant: 

For the dark places of the earth are full of the habita- 
tions of violence. 

O let not the oppressed return ashanied: 

Let the poor and needy praise Thy name. 

Arise, O God, plead thine own. cause.” 


Three days later, at a time when the longing tor 
liberty was intense but the looked-for day see 
indefinitely remote, came the words in. Psalm 77: 


“I will cry unto God with my voice; 

Even unto God with my voice, and He will give ear unto 
me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: 

Thou hast made known thy streigth among thé peoples. 

Thou hast with thine arm redeemed Thy péoph.” 


_ Qn Monday, March 20, the prisoner of, hépe read 
in Psalm 79: : 


“Let the s'gffing of the prisoner ‘come’ befote® Thee; 
So we Thy people and sheep of Thy pasture 
Will give Thee thanks forever.” 
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On Wednesday of that week, hope dawned brightly 
in the heart of the missionary’s. wife,—a definite as- 
surance of answered prayer. She in the city and he 
among the mountains read that day Psalm 81: 

“Sing aloud unto God our strength: 

Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 

Take up the Psglm, and bring hither the timbrel, 
The pleasant harp with the psaltery.” 


also: 
“Thiou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee.” 


And on that day providenfially, unknown to both, steps 
were being initiated that led not long after to a 
happy issue. ‘ 

Thursday he read: 

“God standeth im the congregation of God; 

He judgeth among the gods. .-. . 

Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 

Rescue the poor and needy: 
Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked.” 


An “Amen!” that came less. to say from the 
heart stands in the margin Of his Bible, with the date, 
opposite that last verse. 
On Friday it was Psalm 83: 
“QO God, keep not Thou silence: 
Hold not Thy peace, and be not still, O God. . . . 


Fill their faces with confusion; 
That they may seek Thy name, O Lord. 


Hope came out to the hills that day: but not release. 





Man “Working Out’ as God “Works In” 


I ask your help on Philippians 2:12, 13: “So then, 
my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
workout your own salvation with fear and trembling - 
{v. 12]; for it is God who worketh in you both to will 
and to work, for his good-pleasure” [v. 13]. 

I cannot see the harmony in the two statements 
there.. They .seem directly. opposed:to each other, 

If I consider the latter part of verse 12, then it would 
seem verse, 13. should read, “For while..yow may . 
count upon Gdd’s help, it ‘all ‘depends upon ‘your will- 
ingness, and not only so, ‘but the will must’ be ‘efficient 
untd accomplishnient.”” ; Bos i333 A... 

Or, .if I’. consider. verse 13, it’ would seem that _ it 
should. be . preceded. by some such thought. as, “Work 
out your own salvation with perfect peace and assur- 
ance, as absolutely secure against any unfavorable 
outcome.” P : ' 

This phrase “fear and trembling” occurs elsewhere, 
as notably’ in 1 Corinthians 2: 3, and it does in these 
connections seem incompatible with other Scriptures. 
I suppose the reference is to a state in which the 
Christian is intensely conscious of spiritual facts, issues, 
and agencies. But this supposition does not satisfy 
me, in view of the words. Is there not an im- 
plied necessary ground of doubt, uncertainty, and just 
what is this ground?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


The Christian is never to doubt, except.to doubt 


his doubts. Doubt is sinful. Very early in this Epis-. 


tle to the Philippians, the theme of which is Chris- 
tian experience, Paul sounds a note which is the very 
opposite of doubt: “Being conripenT of this ver 
thing, that he who began a good work in you will 
erfect it until the day of Jesus Christ” (1:6). God 
having begun a good work in us, we may be just as 
confident of the fact that we are “working together 
with him” (2 Cor. 6:1), as we may be of our sal- 
vation in him. 

Then why “with fear and trembling”? Paul has 
no thought of torment or even of misgiving. But 
the Word of God commends godly fear. Comment- 
ing on Psalm 19:9, “The fear - Jehovah is clean, 
enduring for ever,” Dr. C. I. Scofield defines the 
phrase, “fear of Jehovah” as meaning “reverential 
trust, with hatred of evil.” “Fear and trembling” 


’ indicate “profound reverence and wakeful conscience” 


in such passages as 1 Corinthians 2:3; 2 Corinthidns 
7:15; Ephesians 6: 5. 

There is an additional sense in which we may-well 
fear and tremble. In commenting upon this pas- 
sage in his little pamphlet, “The God-Planned Life” 
(to be had free of charge from the Silver Publish- 
ing Co. Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, supported by 
free-will offerings), James H. McConkey, in pointing 
out the danger of missing through self-will God's 
plan’ for our lives, says: “What are these yearnings 
to be all for Christ which, if we embody not in 
action, die? What are they but the living God work- 
ing is us to will and to do the life-work which he 
has planned for us from all eternity? And it is this 
which you are called upon to ‘work out.’ Work: it 
out in love. Work it out in daily, faithful ministry. 
Work it out as God’s works in you. But more than 
that. You may miss it. You may fall short of God’s 
perfect plan for your life. Therefore work it out 
with— fear and trembling! Searching words are 
these. Words. of warning, words of tender admoni- 
tion. That blessed life of witnessing, serving, and 
fruit-bearing which God has planned for you in 
Christ Jesus from all eternity— work it ovt with 
trembling. Trembling —lest the god of this world 
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_On Saturday, while all remained uncertain the mis- 
sionary read in Psalm 84: 

“Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; 

In whose heart are the high ways to Zion 

They go from strength to strength, 

Every one of them appeareth before God in Zion. 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 

Give ear, O God of Jacob . .. 

For the Lord God is a sun and a- shield: 

The Lord will give grace and glory.” 


But that was not all: 
“No good thing will He withhold from them that .walk 
uprightly. : 


Oo — of hosts, blessed is the man that. trusteth in 
thee.” 


With this to stand on, and no certain hope but in 
God, he went —— that day. Late in the after- 
noon all his.outlaw friends were sent away, including, 
of course, the friendly commanding officer, lest they 
should connive at his escape: a very rough looking 
set of men came to take ir place. This was dis- 
concerting indeed: but the sorely tried worker was 
enabled to say, “Even so,-Father, for so it 
eee in thy sight.” And it proved a last’ testing. 

alf an hour later came the order for his release. 
And in a few minutes he was in the Saddle, being 
escorted towards the city. ' 

“Bless the Lord, oh, my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits: Who: healeth all thy diseases, Who 


redeemeth thy life’ from destruction.” 








blind you to the vision of service which God is ever 
holding before you. Trembling — lest the low stand- 
ard of life in fellow-Christians about you lead ‘you 
to drop yours to a like groveling level. Trembling 
— lest some little circle in the dark ends of ‘the earth 
a fail of the giving, the praying, or the going 
which God has long. since. planned for. you. rem- 
bling — lest the voices of worldly pleasure und am- 
bition dull and deafen your ears ‘to the ‘one Veice, 
walt is ever whispering — ‘Follow-thou Me: followy. 
thou Me?” ya : 3210 oft 


‘AS helpin to understand the profound: spiritual ’ 
’s willing’ and working:which ‘are at* the - 


truth: of. 
same time our willing and working, thelate Bishop ; 
Moule, ‘inshis commentary en Philippians in the Cam- - 
bridge Bible Series, ‘says: “Effecteth in you your 

willing” would be.a fair rendering of the thirteenth-! 
verse, where, though: merely in passing, the apostle 

touches “one of the deepest mysteries of grace”; and.: 
continues: “On the one hand is the will of the Chris-. 
tian, real, personal, -and in full exercise; appealed 

to’ powerfully as such in this very passage. On the 

other hand, beneath it, as cause beneath result, if the 

will is to. work: God’s way, is: seen God working, . 
God ‘effecting.’ A true theology will recognize with 

equal reverence and entireness of conviction bé6th . 
these great parallels of truth. It will-realize human 

responsibility with ‘fear and trembling’; it will adore 

the depths of grace with deep submission, and attrib- 

ute every link in the chain of actual salvation to 

God alone ultimately.” 


, — 
Ways of Working, and “The Way” 


I sometimes wonder if there may not be a real dan- 
ger in presenting so many methods for Sunday-school., - 
work, causing people to lean too heavily on machinery _. 
rather than.to look to God, realizing that only he can“ ! 
“give the increase.” Prayer is the power that wins out — 
in our class and Sunday-school. We have experienced 
the failure of methods, when relied ‘upon for success, 
again and again. Prayer brings people to Sunday-school 
when our schemes have failed. Spirit-filled teachers 
bring attendance. People go where their souls are fed, 
we find. A missionary offering recently taken in our 
class was far greater than ever before, and it was sim- 
ply prayer that brought the pledges and cash. People 
were not pressed to give, but were moved of the Spirit. 

I like that “method.” I am confident we have depended 
too much on systems, organization, plans, and the like. 
A Chicago Reader. ; 

s 


There is not only danger, there is defeat, in de- 
pending -too much on systems,. organization, plans, - 
and the like. God himself is the only one upon whom 
we can never depend too much. Christ is “The Way” 
who alone can give stccess to any and all other 
“Ways of Working.” The pathos and tragedy of 
so much modern Christian work is that it is all ma- 
chinery and no power. The finest machinery is use- 
less when power to run it is lacking. . 

But when we give the Lord Jesus Christ and the 


Holy Spirit first place, then we find that/God wants , 


us to make use of the most improved methods, equip- 
ment, machinery, organization, as channels for him- 


self to use. God never puts a premium on ignorance . 


or inefficiency. He chose and he used brilliant in- 
tellect, trained in the best university of that day, 
in Saut of Tarsus. : 

The editors of The Sunday School Times have be- 
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Lesson for August 13 
Book of Esther 
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lieved for many years past that the danger to which 
the Chicago reader calls attention is a real one, 
and therefore they give by far the greatest attention 
and space in these columns to Bible study and the 
spiritual life. At the same time they believe that 

od would have His workers equipped in the very 
best way possible with every help that sound method 
and system offer. Therefore they give regular space 
in these columns to such a department as “Ways of 
Working in Church and School.” They believe that 
Spirit-filled, praying workers can increase their min- 
istry in church and school by utilizing the best ways 
of working that can be obtained. 

It was on this account that The Sunday School 
Times recently called Mr. Hugh Cork to become a 
member of its office staff in charge of the Ways 
of Working department. Mr. Cork is a graduate of 
Wheaton College, and, in addition to his exceptional 
training in local and field Sunday-schgol work, served 
as:a member of the faculty of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, and stands for all that this Chicago reader em- 
phasizes in the matter of prayer as the ,supreme 
method, and oe upon the Holy Spirit. At 
the same time, he has seen such blessings from the 
use of sound, effective methods of work that he 
prizes the opportunity of bringing such methods be- 
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fore the world-wide family of Sunday School Times 
readers. 
* The Editor was impressed seme years ago, as he 
came into close touch with the work of the Mood 
Church Sunday-school in Chicago, with the rare ef- 
fectiveness such a school can have when, as in that 
case, it combines the prayer life, and real Bible study, 
and dependence upon the Holy Spirit, and the plac- 
ing of first —. first, with the best modern methods 
of work and a knowledge of sound educational prin- 
ciples. Other Sunday-schools are doing conspicuously 
blessed work by the same combination, such as that 
of the Third Presbyterian Church of Chester, Ba; 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; 
and the First Baptist Church, of Minneapolis. + 
Professor Charles Calvert Ellis is another conspic- 
uous example of the proper combination of sound 
doctrine and the true spiritual life together with a 
thoroughgoing knowledge of the best that modern 
psychology and pedagogy can offer. His every-week 
article in the lesson department of The Sunday 


School Times, “This Week’s Teaching Principle,” is 
a unique contribution to the work of every child of 
God who would give diligence to present himself 
approved unto God, “a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). 





How “Pete” Set the World to Work 


When a Kansas boy and The Sunday 
School Times joined forces 


By W. M. Danner, ©**™! Sgsretary of the American 
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The American Mission to Lepers, Inc., co-operates with mission boards and cares for lepers in all lands through 

missionaries of all denominations. The printed story of the original ‘‘ Pete,’’ together with a ‘* pig bank,’’ may 

be secured by sending 15 cents to W. M. Danner, General Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, and 
any gifts for the work may be sent to Fleming H. Revell, Treasurer, at the same address. 


“My sides are only made of steel, 

My back with gold that is not real. 
And though I’ve neither fat nor squeal, 
I’m fed as if I’m really real.” 


F COURSE it is Pete. Into all but three states 
of the United . States, into European nations and 
Asiatic. countries, into homes and churches of 

every. creed, Pete has found.his way.. Like the Mis- 
sion for which he-works, he is international and inter- 
denominational. His family at the present time con- 
sists of ‘twenty-two thousand andten lineal de- 
scendants from the original “Pete Number Two.” 
Briefly, the story of the first Pete is this: 

A group of people in a small Kansas town, hearing 
of the pressing needs of the world’s two million 
lepers, set themselves to support ten of these lepers in 
a Mission Home. Nine of this number were at 
length provided for, but money to “i ee the tenth 
seemed impossible to secure until Wil Chapman, 
a schoolboy who had become interested, offered to 
raise a pig for the purpose. He named the pig “Pete,” 
and with the help of other children fed him so zeal- 
ously that when the pig was marketed enough money 
was realized to support the tenth leper. This story 
of Pete was told at a noon prayer-service of The 
Sunday School Times staff. They were immediately 
possessed of a brilliant idea. Realizing that they could 
not keep a pig in the back yard, but remembering 
the old ballad, “They kept the pig in the parlor,” Mr. 
Trumbull’s secretary went on an important purchasing 
expedition to Wanamaker’s. That very afternoon 
there appeared in the office a remarkably hungry-look- 
ing pig bank, which was introduced to every one as 
“Pete Number Two.” A diet ‘of coin-in-the-back in 
place of corn-in-the-ear produced the desired result: 
Pete Number Two also supported a leper that year,— 
and has supported one each year since. 

Believing that the suggestion could be passed on, 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times published the 
story, entitled “How Wilbur Set Pete to Work.” 
Pete Number Two was soon followed by Pete Num- 
ber Three and Pete Number Four, until the Office of 
the American Mission to Lepers found that it thad 


‘unwittingly added a pig-pen to its equipment. Gross 


shipments of pig-banks from a-large factory were 
secured to satisfy the ever-iricreasing demand for 
Petes. Realizing that gifts for Pete must be in addi- 
tion to regular pledged benevolence, many people 
originated unique plans for raising special funds. 
The Cherry Merchants Class earned its name by its 
profession. Shut-ins knitted doll caps and jackets. 
The girls in a private school in Washington crocheted* 
baby bootees. Other ‘girls made and sold cookies, 
darned extra stockings, sacrificed chocolates. Boys 
painted fences, raised chickens, even contributed the 
bounty received for killing porcupines. The smaller 
brothers and sisters earned ten dollars by a fly-swatting 
campaign. Fines for using slang proved lucrative. 


“Musical clubs gave concerts where receipts were taken 


in that no pig could ever have eaten at one meal. 
Sunday-school classes adopted Petes. Each pupil 
boarded Pete a week, and at the end of the time Pete 
easily “unswallowed” (with the aid of a screw-driver), 
and was as hungry as ever. Dr. Biederwolf wrote, 


“We keep our Pete on the dining table. When any 
one makes a spot on the tablecloth, he must drop a 
coin in Pete’s back for the lepers. Here are ten dol- 
lars’ worth of spots from our tablecloth.” 

Every mail brought to the Mission office accounts 
of new activities. Mrs, Harrison, a missionary enthu- 
siast in Richmond, -was christened “The Pig Lady” 
because of her interest in the story of Wilbur and 
Pete and her official position as pig-banker. Twenty- 
seven “pig ladies” in Cincinnati met recently to dis- 
cuss plans for securing funds to erect an entire vil- 
lage for lepérs. 

At a “pig unswallowing” in a New York church, 
the minister was calling out the amounts,—two dollars, 
four dollars, six dollars and five cents. The interest 
was growing. Presently the minister announced the 
contents of the next pig: “Nine dollars and a cock- 
roach.” Every one laughed. “But wait,” said the 
minister, “the cockroach gave all he had, even his life. 
Are you willing to do as much?” 

A Sunday-school class reported that their Pete, al- 
ready nearly filled, was not equal to the occasion when 
seventy-eight birthday pennies were brought in honor 
of a mother in Sweden. One of the children proposed 
oom, which was putin front of Pete and speedily 

ed. 

The minister of a Boston church, hearing the story 
of Pete, said, “That is the first unselfish pig I ever 
heard of. We will adopt eight hundred like him.” 
The first payment toward their own village of houses 
to shelter outcast lepers has been received. Thus 
in every quarter interest in the Pete family is 
growing. 

It has spread even to foreign countries, when Pete 
Number 6,090, a yery progressive member of the 
family, went abroad, He accomplished the seem- 
ingly impossible by eating $115 in one day on the 
Pacific Mail Steamship “Venezuela.” One dark night 
this Pete had a thrilling adventure. He fell from 
a launch into the Pearl River at Canton, China. He 
was rescued by a boy diver, and reached Shanghai 
safely, to eat his Thanksgiving dinner, which con- 
sisted of $36, given by the Chinese girls in the Eliza 
Yates Memorial School. He traveled extensively in 
Hawaii, Japan, Korea, China, and the Philippines, and 
everywhere he went the story of the lepers’ needs was 
told. The pag A of Wilbur and Pete has already 
been printed in four languages, but by word of mouth 
the story has reached India and far;off Siam, South 
America and Porto- Rico, Australia, and the Virgin 
Islands. In Canada and Scotland, in England, and of 
course in Ireland, Pete is well established and quite 
at home. 

The funds raised by the’ Pete banks are used by 
the Mission to attain four objectives: To preach the 
Gospel to the lepers, relieve their -suffering, supply 
their simple wants, heal or relieve leprosy. Toward 
this last aim astonishing progress -has ean made. 
The new hypodermic’ treatment with ethyl esters of 
chaulmoogra oil is staying the, disease in many. cases. 
Of the last sixty-four patients paroled from Kalihi 
Hospital, Besokaia, only .six have relapsed. At 
holiday time, by order of the Surgeon General, five 
leper patients were. dismissed from Federal Hospital 
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No. 66, in Louisiana, as apparently cured, and reached | 


their homes for New Year’s Day. Nothing has ever 
given‘so much hope to the patients still under treat- 
ment. While in these two instances the hospitals are 
under the United States Government, work with 
‘similarly encouraging results is going on in many 
of the Mission hospitals. 

Little did Pete Number Two dream ‘that his in- 
fluence would bring such far-reaching results. And if 
the device of feeding coin to a pig-bank will stimulate 
care of outcast lepers, may the Pete tribe ihcrease. 


New York City. 
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The Victorious Life 


Sethe 


[ pustenss many friends of this work do not 
realize what large current expenses are netes- 
sary for its maintenance, such as office rent, clerical 
help, stationery and postage, and the proper advertis- 
ing of conferences. few, realizing the need, are now 
sending the Treasurer a regular contribution every 
month for such current expenses. Will you not 
pray that God may prompt many to do this, if it 























is his» will; and will you ask him whether he would. 


have you make ~' such regular contribution, how- 
ever small or large ¥, 


Calendar of Conferences 


The following is a complete list, so far as arranged, 
of conferences and speaking appointments of mem- 
bers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be noted 
that some of these are conferences conducted by the 
Victorious Life Testimony, while other meetings are 
also here listed, to be addressed by individual mem- 
bers of that Testimony. Will you pray for all these 
meetings? . 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 
English address: 2 Stanhope Place, Hyde Park, Lon- 
don, W. 1, Eng. 
Winona, Ind., U. S. A., Bible Conference, August 
23-27. 
Knowlton, Quebec 


The Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and perhaps one other 
speaker will hold a conference from July 24 to 31. 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio 


Middle West Victorious Life Conference, August 21-27. 
A change has been made to this date in order to pro- 
vide better rooming accommodations. The Rev. Howard 
B. Dinwiddie, the Rey. L, L. Legters, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, the Rev. J. S. Flacks, Benjamin F. Culp, and 
others. Guests will be accommodated in the Hotel 
Linwood and in cottages in the park. The rates for 
the conference period for meals and hotel rooms vary 
from $19 to $25. The $19 rate is for three in a room, 
Those who wish to secure rooms in the hotel should 
send a deposit of $5 with their registration fee to ad- 
dress given below. The registration fee of $2 is in 
addition. Full information to be had from Mrs. C. F. 
Groth, Vermilion, Ohio. 


Copies of the pamphlet giving the Doctrinal Position of 
the Victorious Life Testimony may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 30 cts. a dozen, $2 a hundred, or 3 cts. each, post: 
paid. Correspondence about conferences should be ad- 
dressed to the Victoridus Life Testimony, 600 Perry Build- 
ing, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


The threefold work of the Testimony, —its Conferences, 
the large property at Keswick, N. J., as a conferénce cen- 
ter and rest home for Christian workers, and the Pioneer 
Mission Agency,—is entirely supported by voluntary of- 
ferings from God’s people. Will you pray that God shall 
meet all the needs of all the’ work He would have the 
Testimony do? The Treasurer is Mr. B. F. Culp, 600 
Perry Building, Sixteehth and Chestnut Streets, Philadel- 
phia. 


. 

Keswick, N. J., is now epen to returned missionaries and 
other Christian workers seeking rest and refreshment, 
physical and- spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health resort, Keswick is a place of. lakes linked by 
limpid streams, and of rustic rambles in piney woods. 
Victorious Life Conferences are held there from time to 
time during the entire year, and the spiritual atmosphere 
is not less notable than the tonic out-of-doors air. The 
charge for room and board is $10 a week. Full information 
may be had from Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


“ 
A Question 


This is one of the many beautiful messages in verse in the 
volume “ Heart Songs”’ by Dr. Henry W. Frost, a collection 
of “Verses for Christians" written out. of the rich Bible 
study and Christian experience that‘readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to prize in Dr. Frost's “ Little Ser- 
mons” and other work in these columns. The book of 109 
selections makes a choice gift book, and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at $1.25. 


‘* Pray without ceasing.”’ 


UST a giance above 
And a half-breathed prayer, 


Yet a Father's love 

And a Father's care ;— 
Then why not pray by night and day 
And have that love and care alway? 
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ies the si hts on the Conference was an advertisement 

peer fg Fe the Bible, ’’ in which ‘‘C. Ellwood Nash, pastor,”’ declared as follows: ‘‘I charge that the 
ster Lena nd Bask. het to call the pw Kose 

butt of t , to 

tion m fanny sew Ae org I will make these and other charges aoe Church to-morrow 


morning.’’ Nehemiah rebuilding wen of Jerusalem at the Sheep G. 
our 


animals were driven in to altars, and 


Inspiration vs. Imagination 
The Fourth World Conference on Christian Fundamentals at Los Angeles 
marshals Scripture against the assumptions of “science falsely so called’ 








in a Los Angeles newspaper under 


(Neh. 3: 1), where 
prayers as they seek to hold the C. 


true to the shed blood of the Cross. 


of 2500 people gathered in the beautiful audito- 

rium of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
The occasion was the opening of the fourth World's 
Conference of the Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion, 

Dr. W. B. Riley, president of the Association, 
graphically outlined the amazing growth of this move- 
ment, having its birth in May, 1919, and stated that 
it had its inception in a conviction on the part of 
several prominent religious leaders that the time had 
come for a more extended “contending for the faith” 
than was possible through the medium of summer 
Bible conferences and Bible training schools. Spe- 
cial emphasis was laid upon the fact that instead of 
being the “most highly financed movement of the 
century,” it has never had a financial program, sought 
denominational aid, or adopted “social service” pro- 

rams to secure funds, and instead of “millions behind 
it” (as its critics say), the largest individual gift had 
got exceeded one hundred and fifty dollars. Dr. 
Riley stated that the Association had attempted and 
succeeded in a most difficult but needful undertaking 
during the. past year, namely, the taking of conier- 
ences into hostile territory, where théy had not been 
asked for and were not wanted. Summing up results, 
among the greatest benefits derived from the Asso- 
ciation’s work have been the forcing of the enemies 
of the truth out into the open, and making known 
their methods. . 

In these days when the word “evolution” stares so 
constantly from printed page, and falls so glibly from 
many -lips, it was. perhaps. fitting that this should be 


(Q' SUNDAY afternoon, June 25, an audience 


_.the dominant note of the Conference. An intéresting 


side issue was Dr. Riley’s public challenge to any 


_evolutionistic preacher or professor to meet him in 


open debate. They showed a strange reluctance to 
appear. in the light. (See John 3:20.) 

To Dr. F. W. Farr, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Los Angeles, fell the honor of firing. the 
opening salute of the first week-day session, when m 
an eloquent and exhaustive discussion of “The Origin 
and Growth of Destructive~ Criticism” he traced its 
human origin through the writings of the early Gere 
man philosophers back to its superhuman originator, 
Satan, ever ambitious to become “like the Most High” 
and to usurp the functions of Deity. 

Professor Robert Dick Wilson sounded a timely 
warning against the almost universal practise on the 
part of Modernists of changing the original Hebrew 
text ‘to suit their views, or overcome translation difh- 


‘culties. Dr. Wilson speaks authoritatively concerning 


the. ancient Hebrew text and its corroboration by re- 
cent discoveries of Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian, and 
Babylonian writings of the same period. 

One of the~most interesting sessions of the Con- 
ference was the afternoon on which “Fighting Bob” 
Shuler, the pular pastor of Trinity Methodist 
Church South) entered into animated. discussion as 
to why the people do not go’to church; why young 
men do not. enter the ministry; and why modern 
preaching has not the power of olden days when 
“all a man needed to be a Methodist preacher was 
religion.” Dr. Shuler noted the failure of institu- 
tional methods im church work, and closed with a 
dramatic appeal for a return to the preaching of-a 
“God that is big enough to save the world without 
soup or sandwiches.” 

Following this address, and in striking contrast, 
Dr. E, French Oliver took up the subject “Desiccation 
of Theological Seminaries.” There were those pres- 
ent who thought that “Dissection” might well have 
been the subjéct, as with cool, calm deliberation, 
scarcely raising his voice above a monotone, yet as 
skillfully as an operating surgeon, he proceeded to 
deal with the malignant growth of imodernistic teach- 
ing in the seminaries, particularly evolution, using 
as a basis for his argument the words in I Corinthians 
15:30, “All flesh is not the same flesh; but there is 
one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of_ beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of birds,”—ever separate 
and distinct, even to the point Where a chemist can 
now tell from what particular order of “flesh” a drop 
of blood has come. 

The opening message of Dr. A. B. Winchester was 
a very tender one, as he spoke on “The Glory of God 
ig the Face of Jesus Christ,” and uttered a -timely 
warning against the danger of listening to inspiring 


addresses during such a Conference and yet missi 
the vision of “His face.” Dr, Winchester’s eon 
address on the “Rationalistic Invasion of the Field 
of Religious Education” was of sterner quality. Care 
fully prepared data and copious quotations from lead- 
ing Modernist authors leff no room for doubt that 
“an enemy hath done this.” Truiy, the high sounding 
phrases of dubious meaning (II Peter 2:18) remind 
one of Paul Rader’s famous definition of a “high 
brow”—"“a person educated beyond his intelligence” | 

“The tiger of Texas,” “the Texas tornado,” were 
some of the descriptive phrases attached to the Rev. 
J. Frank Norris of Fort Worth, Tex., who laid no 
uncertain emphasis on the ministry of the church as 
outlined in the New Testament, being primarily a 
ministry of teaching; then preaching. r. Norris 
also addressed a large gathering of young people and 
Sunday-school workers, giving concrete results of the 
elimination of all Sunday-school lesson “helps” in the 
Sunday-school of the First Baptist Church of Fort 
Worth, now the largest Sunday-school on the Ameri-* 
can continent. A veritable “back to the Bible” pro- 
gram, using the Bible as the only text book; a whole 
beok being studied in consecutive order in contrast 
with the usual “hop, skip, jump” method; the pastor 
preaching on the same passage, and eighty-five per 
cent. of the Sunday-school remaining to the church 
service ! 

In contrast with almost every other speaker. were 
the Rev. Lewis. Sperry Chafer’s searching messages 
concerning the Scriptural teaching as to the “last 
days” and the solenin responsibility resting upon the 
Christian. in his. walk and .witness, . The layman’s 


_ point of view in reference to Modernist teachings in 


connection ‘with the world’s, manifest tinrest, and his 
responsibility for a strictly evangelical pulpit, were 
themes ably presented by Mr, Sidney T. Sinith, of 
Winnipeg, who also had charge of well-attended noon 
meetings for men. 

Quite the liveliest session occurred on the morning 
when the genial and ever popular Dr. Cortland Myers 
took up a discussion of “Socialism” in its relation 








Said at the Conference 


Modernists do not regard the Bible as the judge of man; 
they consider man to be the judge of the Bible. 

Our faith is not created or measured by our understand- 
ing of the Scriptures; we proclaim it not because we 
understand it, but because it is the Word of God. 

The Bible has been overturned not once or twice, but 
many times, but every time, like the solid cube, it is just 
as high and as broad and as long as it was before. It is 
an anvil that has worn out many hammers; the hammers 
are broken, but the anvil remains. 

Modernists say .“sin i¢ a fall upward.” In other words, 
only the necessary “growing pains” in the progress of 
humanity. ; . 

The ro4th Psalm is the poetry of creation; the first three 
chapters of Genesis its prose. 

To change the text whenever one pleases is not scien- 
tific.. You, or any one else, cannot know what the text 
was if it isn’t what it is. 

When the church of the Wesleys, or any other church, 
undertakes to save itself. by a process of “supervised 
dancing,” it sure is up against it. 

You will fill your churches again when you get God back 
to His natural size. 

The only difference between Methodists and Baptists is 
that the Methodists have bishops and admit it, while the 
Baptists have bishops and deny it. d 

The best way te solve the country church problem is an 
open Bible and the Holy Ghost. 

We: have a great deal to say about the Word, and not 
enough to say from the Word. 

Satan’s ultimate hope is to destroy the faith of man,— 
not the morals or social order. 

If you are out of Christ, you may be a “high brow” on 
College Hill,. but you are lost. 

The religion of Christ does not gather around the word 
“do”; it gathers around the word “done.” 

The Genesis story is the most believable story in print 
to-day. 

When a man substitutes the theory of evolution for 


- creation, there is only one thing that can follow, and that 


is spiritual death. 
If evolution were true, there would be better men in this 
audience than Jesus Christ. 


that the two.were only distantly 

Myers affirmed that, regardless of the name 
which socialism may may it is footed in 
Karl Marx’ famous anifesto” of 1847, ing as 
its cardinal principles: (1) We must get rid of the 
abomination of God. (2) We must get rid of the 
superstition of religion. (3) We must get rid of the 
senseless thing called conscience. (4). e€ must get 
rid of the insanity of immortality. The relationship 
is 

no 


to the fundamentals. It might be thought 
5 ene ta ae 
under 


apparently not so very distant after all. While. 
sturbance developed, the audible responses were 
not all “Amens!” 
_ “Time would fail” to tell of the excellent and strik- 
ing addresses of Dr. Torrey, Dr. White, Dean Fowler 
of the Denver Bible Institute, Dr. ii W. Lawrence, 
and that veteran “war horse of Methodism,” Dr. 
L. W. Munhall, who despite- his eighty-odd years 
preaches with a vim and fire that should put to shame 
many “soft pedal” brethren of half his age. 

As to attendance, probably 1500 people heard the 
weekday messages, culminating in audiences of nearly 
4000 on the concluding Sunday. In addition, the Sun- 
day services were “broadcasted” from the Institute’s 
efficient radio station. Inasmuch as a radio expert 
recently stated that he considered it within the hounds 
of conservatism to say that probably 100,000 people 
hear each Sunday service from this station, and-re- 
ports have come from as far north as Seattle, it will 
so gig that the results cannot be considered as only 


The Association pesont extensive resolutions, which, 
briefly; are along the following lines: 


1, Recommendation for continuance of agitation 
against false teaching in both state and church schools, 
and demanding elimination of unsound text books 
and teachers, 


2. Condemnation of- p ed union of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association with the. thor- 
oughly Unitarian and rationalistic “Religious Educa< 
tion Association,” and announcement of the intention 
of the Christian Fundamentals Association to create 
its own Sunday-school -literature; to be available by 
January 1, 1923. 


[This - resolution was adopted through a misunder- 
standing of the facts, as the International Sunday- 
School. Association has not made or contemplated ‘any 
union with the’ Religious Edication Association,.’as 
explained in last week’s issie of The Sunday School 
Times; and it is hoped that the’ Fundamentals Asso- 
‘ciation will correct this resolution.<£Editor: of’ The 
Sunday School Times.Jo'*#* = °° 3 ed ate 

3. Protest against ‘the incteasing purpose on” the 
part of ecclesiastical leaders to “oppress all churches 
and pastors. who'do not unquestionably adopt the pro- 
gram provided by these samé. organizations.” . ~ 

4. Protest against sending to the home and foreign 
mission fields those who have a “questionable atti- 
tude” toward the fundamentals of the faith, and rec- 
ommendation that no funds be so ,expended without 
careful investigation as to the loyalty of stations and 
missionaries to the- Word of ; 

5. Recommending the division of ‘territory, under 
proper leadérship, to facilitate the work of the Asso- 
ciation. ; 

6. Recommendation for the organization of a. lay- 
men’s movement in connection with the -Christian 
Fundamentals Association, and. selection of William 
Jennings Bryan to head. such movement, 


The next World’s Conference of the Christian 
Fundamentals’ Association is scheduled for Fort 
Worth, Tex., in March, 1923. , ; 








3 The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 
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From Aroer, which is by the brink of the river of 
Arnon, and. from the city that is by the river, even 
unto Gilead, there was not one city too strong for 
ens Lord our God delivered all wnto us (Deut, 
2:36). ‘ 


HE God of Israel was certainly a Conqueror. 

No matter, how numerous the enemies, how in- 
vincible the armies, how great the cities and how 
untakable the fortresses, the Lord did them up, one 
and all, whenever he got at them. As we look back 
upon that oldtime warfare we search our memories 
in vain for an occasion when he provéd unequal te 
his task of fighting and defeating. He was never 
overcome. He always won. 

This does not mean that Israel was never defeated 
and always won. Quite the opposite of this is true. 
Israel went down before their foes again and again, 
And at such times Israel involved God in defeat and 
thus in disgrace. But: this .was not necessary. In- 
deed, the issue might have been wholly contrary to 
this. If Israel, at such times, had only given God a 
fair field, he woéuld have marched forth, whatever 
the conditions, conquering and to conquer. But they 
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Lesson for August 13 
Book of Esther 


limited the ey One of Israel, and; hence, their de- 


feat was his. But on such occasions, God remained 
the Conqueror. His potentiality never changed. He 
simply. was not allowed to be what he was. . 

In the record before us, we have no mention of 
Israel’s failures. It is an undiluted story of God’s 
successes. Through a witle reach of country, against 
a great number of cities, over innumerable foes, God 
went marching’ on, downing his enemies on eve 
hand. And for once, evidently, Israel let Jehova 
have his royal and magnificent way. As for them, 
they just followed on behind, doing what they were 
bidden to do, for the most part quiescent rather than 
active, but always in the rear, and giving their in- 





Britain’s Palestine mandate ratification delayed 
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vincible Leader the first place in planning and _fulfill- 
ing. This made things easy for Israel. It also 
made things easy for God. e had helpers; and his 
helpers were not hinderers. He could do, therefore, 
what he pleased to do. And, some way, it always 

leased him to win. So Israel was able to say, “T 
Lord our God delivered all unto us.” How sad it 
is that Israel ever forgot what was her privilege and 
would have been God’s joy and glory. 

We have been wandering to and fro in our wilder- 
ness places for a good many years; we have come 
up in the process against many great and frowning 
cities; and we have had to face innumerable foes. 
How many victories have we won? That is, how 


The Jew and the Newspaper 


By Thomas M. Chalmers en Tork Jowish Evvenzolinstion Sosiecs 








granted to Great Britain at San Remo, in April, 
1920, has not been ratified by the League of Na- 
tions. This matter is of the pighest importance for 


[' MUST seem singular to many why the mandate 


the peace and welfare of the Holy Land, yet ratufica- 
tion has been. delayed again and again. The delay 
has been largely because uur own government ob- 
jected to it until full provision was made for pro- 
tecting the rights of American citizens. A recent 
agreement was signed between our government and 
that of Great Britain, which disposed of this objec- 
tion. It was then expected that the mandate would 
be ratified at the League’s meeting at Geneva in May, 
but new objections arose. France desired a similar 
agreement to that of Great Britain with the United 
States in respect to her interests in Syria, while the 
Vatican has been insistent on the question of guarding 
the Holy Places in Palestine. 

The whole question was put over to the meeting of 
the League of ations July 15. In the meantime the 
House of Lords defeated a resolution concerning the 
mandate. But on July 4, the House of Commons, by 


. a vote of 292 to 35, sustained the policy of the govern- 


ment in regard to the mandate. Opposition in other 
directions has been manifesting itself, as among the 
Arabs, who fear that the Jews will deprive them of 
their rights in Palestine and stand in the way of a 
great Arab dominion in the future, to include all 
Arabia, Syria, and Mesopotamia. The Fascisti of 
Italy are also pressing their government to ask for 
the entire annulment of the San Remo agreement 
and of the Treaty of Sevres, alleging that the pro- 
visions thereof are opposed to the rights of Italy in 
the Near East. Theére is much danger of still further 
delay in ratifying the mandate, which will hold up the 
undertaking of very important business enterprises 
in Palestine. 
vt 


A Jewish Congress Assured ? 


HE Jews of America have for years sought to 

form a body—a-congress—to represent all sec- 
tions of American Jewry on truly democratic lines. 
They seem to have attained their aim in the Jewish 
Congress which met in Philadelphia, May 21 and 22 
last. There were present 215 delegates, from 55 cities 
and 19 organizations. The re was opened by 
Mr. Nathan Straus, and Rabbi Stephen S. Wise was 
made permanent chairman. According to Dr. Wise, 
“The American Jewish Congress is for the relief of 
the Jews in need and for the honor of all who are 
Jews in deed.. We are here to speak with authority 
and to act with adequacy on behalf of American 
Jews. We must see the vastness and the variety of 
the Jewish needs, the essential oneness of the Jewish 
problem, the power of the American Jew to serve, the 
readiness of some-of the great Powers to take part in 
the rightful solution of the Jewish problems.” 

The congress approved the Palestine Foundation 
Fund (Keren Hayesod), and authorized the Executive 
Committee to appoint a committee of nine, which 
will devise ways and means for bringing the two 
Zionist groups together. 


Twenty-fifth Zionist Convention 


“Ta Twenty-fifth Convention of the Zionist Or- 
ganization,” says The New Palestine, “was one 
of the most remarkable in the history of American 
Zionism. A series of compelling circumstances, 
events immediately and remotely preceding the con- 
vention, had served to invest it, in anticipation, with 
a rare importance and dignity. And the conduct 
and procedure of the convention itself, the spirit of 
its deliberations, and the general tenor of its hopes 
and efforts, raised it even beyond its anticipated 
impressiveness.” 

Owing to dissensions in the Zionist ranks, with 
other causes, the membership had dwindled from 
150,000 to about 30,000. The past year has seen a 
growth of 6,000, making a total of nearly 38,000. The 





important business of the convention was the adoption 
of a resolution urging the speedy ratification of the 
mandate for Palestine, the taking of steps to establish 
ce with the Palestine Development Council (the 
randeis faction of Zionists), the approval of the 
work of the Keren Hayesod, and the taking of sub- 


scriptions for the Rutenberg scheme. These sub- 


scriptions, from individuals and organizations, 
amounted to $1,011,000. The report of the Keren 
Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund) showed that 
in the thirteen months since its inception there had 
been collected a total of $5,200,000, of which 2,000,- 
000 was in cash. 

5 4 


General Electrification Scheme for Palestine 


T READS like a story of the Arabian Nights, the 

scheme of Pinchas Rutenberg, a Russian Jewish 
engineer, to furnish electric power for all Palestine 
by i the waters of the Jordan and the Yarmuk 
valleys. The water power of Palestine is estimated 
at one million horse power, This forms one of the 
great natural endowments of the Holy Land, worth 
countless millions. “The cost of coal .in Palestine — 
about $25 a ton—is one of the chief reasons for the 
backwardness of the country in industry and trans- 
portation,” says the New York Times. Mr. Ruten- 
berg and his assistants have surveyed the’ question 
with great care, and drawn up a scheme for building 
a dam in the Jordan at the foot of Lake Galilee. The 
plan has been checked up and endorsed by ogee | 
engineers of four countries, and in its first phase will 
give direct employment to 3,000 men for several years, 
and indirect employment to many thousands more. 
Power houses are to be erected at Jaffa, Haifa, and 
qerwaaione, and it is estimated, says The Palestine 

eekly, that 70,000,000 kilowat hours can be made 
available by the initial project, or three times more 
than the present needs of the country. 


A Concession of Vast Scope 


Te British Government has granted a concession 
to Mr. Rutenberg, which covers a period of sev- 
enty years, and all Palestine on both sides of the Jor- 
dan, and includes the exclusive right to build the gene- 
rating stations, transmission and distribution ‘lines, 
electric tramways, railroads, telegraph and telephone 
systems. Five million dollars will be needed for the 
initial undertaking. Baron Edmond de Rothschild 
has subscribed $500,000 towards the proposed corpo- 
ration. The recent Zionist Convention in Philadel- 








There are today about 160 Zionist papers and journals, 
in twenty different languages. 


The Palestine Development Council bought $3,000,000 
worth of land in Palestine during 1921. 


About 14,000 Packages of Food were sent by American 
Jews to their Russian relatives during the month of May. 


A Daily Hebrew Newspaper, called Hadoar (The Post), 
has been lately started in New York City. It is hailed as 
beginning a new era in the renascence of Hebrew culture. 


The Republic of Chita in the Far East has guaranteed 
the rights of the Jewish population, which numbers 60,000, 
according to a statement made by M. Skirski, one of its 
representatives in Washington. 


The Foreign Minister of Japan has sent a letter to N. 
B. Ezra, editor of Israel’s Messenger, of Shanghai, reiter- 
ating. his sympathy for Zionism and his intention to sup- 
port the Palestinian Mandate at the next meeting of the 
League of Nations. 


Palestine Needs More than Anything Else to-day banks 
with at least $100,000,000 capital available for the proper 
exploitation of its rich resources, says Morris Bloch, of 
New York City, a keen business observer, who recently 
spent six months in Palestine, launched a textile mill, and 
is returning this Fall for a longer visit, enthusiastic over 
the prospects of developing the Holy Land. 
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many victories have we let God win? We hear much 
in these days of the need of great leaders. This is 
not our need.: We need great followers. We have 
already a great Leader, the only One we require. 
The question is, who will be his rear-guard? The 
day we enlist for this service we shall set our faces 
toward victory. Every post defeat is explained by 
the fact that before our foe defeated us we defeated 

_ Let us have done with this. Let us give God 
the right of way, and thus allow him to be what 
he is, an undefeatable Conqueror. Then we shall 
follow on to know the Lord and conquer in and with 






phia pledged itself to raise $1,500,000 for the scheme, 
while the Brandeis-Mack Palestine Development 
Council has subscribed about $1,000,000. 

_ One advantage of the canalization system projected 
in connection with the Rutenberg scheme is that 
water will be furnished thereby for the irrigation of 
1,500,000 acres of land, chiefly within the Jordan 
Valley. This will serve greatly in the future develop- 
ment of the agricultural wealth of Palestine. 


The Jewish City on the Hill of Blossoms 


NEAS Jaffa to the north lies Tel-Aviv, the first 
purely Hebrew city under Jewish control since 
nearly two thousand years ago. The name means 
literally “hill of blossoms,” or “of spring” (note 
Ezek, 3:15). The town grew out of the need of 
more room for the crowded Jews of Jaffa, and a 
garden city was laid out here in 1909, through help 
afforded by the Jewish National Fund. Here are 
wide and shady avenues lined with hundreds of 
houses in the midst of gardens. One law of the place 
is that every house must Occupy at least seven hun- 
dred square yards (63x100 feet), two-thirds of which 
are to be devoted to garden. At the head of Herzl 
Street is an imposing Hebrew high school. Every- 
thing is on modern lines,—water supply, lighting sys- 
tem, and the like. Tel-Aviv has only recently become 
an independent municipality. Its population numbers 
over twelve thousand, and it is growing rapidly. 

Just now Tel-Aviv is coming to the front in a 
new way. The township has approved a_ bond 
issue of eighty thousand pounds (about $350,000), and 
has sent Judge Rosenblatt to this country to arrange 
the’ underwriting of the bonds. The bonds are to 
draw six per cent interest, and the principal is to be 
repaid in twenty years. This is the first Jewish 
municipal bond issue ever made, and it should prove 
attractive to Jews in America who love Palestine. 
Says the Palestine Weekly: 

“Tel-Aviv will have the honor of leading the way 
in making Palestine finance itself. The money se- 
cured through this bond issue will be used: for the 
institution of a modern sewerage system in Tel- 
Aviv, the extension of its water supply and a fur- 
ther development of its electrical Hehting system. 
Tel-Aviv is ready and able to pay on a business 
basis in order to make the first Jewish municipality 
in two thousand years healthier and more comfort- 
able. It is an appeal that must find a quick response 
in America.” 


“Four Years’ Zionist Work in Palestine” 


NDER the above title, Mr. Israel Cohen has 
prepared a pamphlet giving a wonderful record 
of what the Zionists have accomplished in four 
age in and for the Holy Land. A few facts may 
gleaned here for the benefit of those interested. 
During the three years ending December 31, 1921, 
there came into the country 21,000 persons who reg- 
istered with the Zionist offices. This does not include 
3,000 to 4,000 who came in in the ordinary way. 
Urban land acquired in the last fifteen months in 
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa and Tiberias provides build- 
ing plots for 12,000 new houses. The sum of 12,600 
pounds was spent on a scheme of afforestation, for 
which two million seedlings were prepared in Jewish 
National Fund Nurseries in fourteen different places. 
750,000 trees were planted on an area Of 645 acres. 
Ninety species of eucalyptus were planted in various 
parts of the country. This work has yielded valu- 
able experience in the p'onting of trees on dunes and 
mountains, and suggested distinct methods for treat- 
ing each kind of soil. Much else was accomplished, 
but there is no space even to mention items thereof, 
The total expenditure in Palestine of the Zionist 
Organization and its affiliated bodies, during the four 
ee ending March 31, 1922, was nearly ten million 
ollars. 


New York City. 






~ 


eed 





Pret Bead 
= 


oe 


Ras Fas 














In all of which the crucified 
Christ is magnified 


Does it Pay to Have Supervision? 


ALEIGH COUNTY, West Virginia, stood 
forty-sixth in Sunday-school enrollment in that 
State in 1918; now it is seventh. Four years 
ago it had 70 Sunday-schools, white and colored; now 
it has 150. It had in 1918 2,960 enrolled in its Sunday- 
schools; now it has over 12,000. It sent in 1918 three 
delegates to the State Convention; this year, 256. In 
1918 not one of its magisterial districts was orga- 
nized; now every One has a thriving organization, 
with over 100 active officers. What has made this 
marvelous change? : : 
Some far-seeing leaders decided to make Raleigh 
County the first in the State to have its own paid 
secretary. Mr. J. William Eldredge of Cincinnati was 
put in charge. He found the county was infested with 
‘Groundhog Sunday-schools,”—those which closed in 
winter and opened again in spring. Mr. Eldredge made 
rsonal visits to each of these communities, and 
ound that the trouble was not with the children, who 
came to the same schoolhouse five days a week all win- 
ter, where most of these Sunday-schools were held on 
one day a week in summer. But the trouble was with 


Ways of Working From Kansas City Delegates 
Edited by Hugh Cork, “~*¢,Wvosm 


the older folks, who got the habit of winter closing, ' 


and recommended it each year “as usual.” Evergreen 
schools now have a chance to grow enrollments, ef- 
ficiency and larger interest.. Since January 1 of this 
year 77 teacher-training classes have been started, 
with over 1,000 members enrolled. 

It took, as it always does, competent supervision to 
produce these results. Without Eldredge, “Ground- 
hog” Sunday-schools with the interest aroused in 
summer buried in the -winter. With Eldredge, 
“Evergreen” schools growing better and bigger. 

Does your class, or school, district or county need 
better supervision? Take stock, and, if this 1s the 
case, get it, even though it costs money, for it does 
pay, 
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Do the}Koreans Remind You 
of the Bereans ? 


fe Ad eden missionary, in speaking of the won- 
derful spiritual movement which has recently 
taken place in Korea, which country was opened to the 
Gospel only thirty-five years ago, said, in answer to 
the question, “How did it come about?” 

“There are five reasons for these marvelous results: 

“First. The Korean Christians have literally de- 
voured-the Word of God. They commit great sections 
of it, and will put Christians in America to shame 
by their intelligent use of Scripturé passages, 

“Second. They depend mightily on prayer. Their 
early morning prayer-meetings are often as early as 
2 A. M.—and what crowds gather, and how they 
pray! 

“Third, As soon as they are converted they are 
told to go and win at least one other soul to Christ 
before they will be accepted into church membership. 

“Fourth. They have been taught to give until it 
hurts, but they love to feel the hurt of giving. 

“Fifth, Feeling that this old world will never be 
right until he comes to reign whose right it is to rule, 
they spread the news of the “Blessed Hope,” and, 
expecting his speedy return, they want to be found 
busy when he comes.” 

hy not honor the Word and the work of the Holy 
Spirit as Koreans do? 
ve 


Why Not a Community Bible School ? 


WE ARE hearing to-day a great deal about “Com- 
munity Training Schools,” where, no doubt, 
much good is done in training how to teach and how 
to gather and organize for teaching work, but the cry- 
ing need is to fill those who are hungering and thirst- 
ing after righteousness; at least to pass on the 
spiritual manna from above so that it will be sweet 
to their taste. 

A heartening word just comes from the far North- 
west, where Mrs. A Bowman, a Bible teacher of 
several years’ experience, started three years ago in 
Seattle a “Community Bible Study Center,” which, 
while in a University district, has grown to three 
large interdenominational classes, and these have 
spread until the classes in Seattle, Everett and Tacoma 
number fourteen, with over fifteen hundred enrolled. 

The movement just put into organized shape is to be 
known as “The Community Bible Study Extension of 
the Pacific Northwest,” and the purpose of the newly 
formed organization is to plant “Bible Study Cen- 
ters” in a number of cities. These-centers in turn 
are to start classes in towns and villages near them, 
where the unadulterated Word of God shall be 
taught until Sunday-school .workers, and, in fact, all 
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disciples of Christ, will come to say, as did David, 
“O how love I thy law! _ It is my meditation all 
pn ov" Why not establish such a center in your 
own 


A Bible Class Federation 
Which Functions 

Bd in Jackson, Miss., they have a live Bible 

Class Federation which is surely functioning. 
During the Gypsy Smith, Jr., evangelistic meetings 
recently held this federation was a large factor in 
persuading the four thousand persons who “hit the 
trail.” So great is the influence of these men that 
business houses, at the Fedeération’s suggestion, close 
in order that between six hundred and seven hundred 
men from all walks of life may gather for a men’s 
prayer-meeting every Wednesday noon from 12 to 
12.30 at the Majestic Theatre. Recently over one 
hundred of these men went in thirty-five automobiles 
to me one evening in another big revival in Vicks- 
burg, fifty miles away. When men become Spirit-filled, 
they always dare and do great things for God. Is 
your “Federation” thus federating? 


A Cool Summer Sunday-School 


VISIT to the 

school (commonly called “Wanamaker’s School”), 
in Philadelphia, on a recent hot Sunday afternoon, 
revealed a new plan for the heated period for their 
main school. While they meet in classes as usual, 
they have the lesson “taught from the desk.” 

s pupils and visitors entered the room, the 
“doormen” presented them with an imitation of an 
old-fashioned palm-leaf fan made of a heavy card- 
board, with a stapled wood handle. Printed on both 
sides of the fan in double columns was the following: 


No. 103 
Summer Order of Service 
Bethany Presbyterian Sunday-School, Philadelphia 


! Some of Paul's Words to Timothy 


Silent Prayer by all. Special Music by Men’s Cho- 
Superintendent reads 2 Timo- rus. 

thy 2:15. The Lesson Prayer. 
School reads t Timothy 1:15. Hymn, “Sweet By and By” 
Hymn, “Saved by Grace” (two (two verses). 


verses). Superintendent reads 1 Timo- 
Superintendent reads 1 Timo- thy 6 : 6. 
thy 4:8 School reads 1 Timothy 6 +7. 


School reads: Timothy 4:9. Associate Superintendent 
Superintendent reads 1 Tima- reads 1 Timothy 6: 10. 
thy 5: 18. Hymn, “Count Your. Bless- 
Hymn, “Grace Enough for ings” (two verses). 
Me” (two verses). Notices for the week. 
Bible showing and Lesson Roll Marking and Offering. 
Question. Hymn, “Pass Me Not, O 
Hymn, “The Glory Song” (two Gentle Saviour” (three 
verses). verses). 
Superintendent reads 2 Timo- The Lesson Taught from the 


thy 3: 16. Desk (taking about 23 
School reads 2 Timothy 3 : 17. minutes). 
Minister reads 1 Timothy 1: Hymn, “Jesus is Tenderly 
12. ‘alling.” 
School reads 2 Timothy 1:7. Superintendent reads 1 Timo- 
Hymn, “Nearer, My God, to thy 2:5. 


Hymn, “Sweeter as the Years 
Go By” (two verses). 
The Closing Prayer. 


Thee” (two verses). 
Lesson Text Read in a Va- 
riety of Ways. 


All who ever attended the Bethany Sunday-school 
will live over a session as they réad this Order, brim- 
ful of Bethany spirit, 

‘ *” 


Convention Nuggets 


“We need to rely more on the living, loving Lord 
as our strength, and not so much on our Ways of 
Working. o Sunday-school should be counted ‘a 
standard school,’ no matter how large or how well 
managed its organization, if. it does not reveal and 
magnify the crucified Christ.”"—From Dr. Charles S. 
Medbury, pastor University Christian Church, Des 
Moines, Ia. 


“While the term ‘religious’ education adequately 
describes the teaching of systems of heathen cults, I 
feel our new International organization should be 
designated ‘The Council of Christian Education.’” 
From W. G. Landes, General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“In Korea. a Sunday-school is. not regarded 
‘standard’ unless at least eighty percent of those who 
teach on Sunday were in the weekly training-class 
the week previous.".—From Dr. J. V. Thompson, 
Young People’s Department, M. E. Church, Chicago, 
Ill., lately returned from Korea. 


“The world will not be saved by education, but by 


United Christian 


Bethany Presbyterian Sunday- . 


the Christ of thé old Book. I have been a lesson 
writer each week of the old Uniform Lessons for the 
put twenty-five years, and I have never had a thing 

_ wanted to say to the world which those lessons 
did not afford an opportunity of saying.”—:/ rom Wm. 
T, Ellis, traveler, writer, lecturer, Swarthmore, Pa. 


“In the work of bringing a soul to accept Christ 
let us ever remember we simply tell it, shay batlewe it, 
but it is Christ who does it. We need more officers 
and teachers who will lose sleep over the lost souls 
of their pupils. No pupil should be in an adult class 
three Sundays before some one will have spoken to 
him about giving his heart to Christ.”—From the Rev. 
Jesse M. Bader, Superintendent of Evangelism in the 
issionary Society, St.. Louis, Mo. 


“America is on the way to perdition, because the 
voiceof the people is thought to be the voice of God.” 
—From Dr, E. H. Lindley, Chancellor of Kansas 
State University, Lawrance, Kan. 





Sunday School News 


FROM OTHER LANDS 


‘The World’s Ninth 


Convention 
Glasgow, Scotland . 
JUNE 18-24, 1924 


World’s Pilgrims’ Association 


A delegates at the Kansas City Sunday-school 
Convention who had attended any of the eight 
conventions of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion, participated in a banquet on June 24 in the City ; 
Club, Kansas City. When the roll was called, it was 
found that three were present who had been at the 
London Convention in 1899, twelve at St. Louis in 
1893, three at London in 1898, twenty-one at Jeru- 
salem in 1904, eighteen at Rome in 1907, eighty-three 
at Washington in 1910, fifty-three at Zurich in 1913, 
and fifty-nine at Tokyo in 1920. Dr. Marion Law- 
rance had attended seven of the eight conventions, 
Officers of the World’s Pilgrims’ Association were 
elected as follows: President, Marion Lawrance, Litt.D., 
Chicago; Vice-Presidents, J, C. Robertson, D.D., To- 
ronto; E. Morris Fergusson, D.D.,.»Auburndale, 
Mass.; Miss Margaret Ellen Brown, Lincoln, Neb.; , 
Secretary, Mrs. W. G. Landes, Lansdowne, Pa.; Treas-., 
urer, Samuel D. -Price, D,D., Montclair, N. .J.;; 
Convention Representatives, London, 1889, the 














the Rey... 
— A. Bright, Topeka, Kan.; St. Louis, 1893, C. F.~ 
rank, Winfield, Kan.; London, ‘1898, Mrs. Mar; 

Foster Bryner, Peoria, Ill.; Jerusalem, 1904, josegh 

Clark, D.D., Albany, N. Y.; Rome, 1907, the Rev. 

E. I, Rexford, Montreal; Washington, 1910, Fred A. 

Wells, Chicago; Zurich, 1913, James . Kinnear, 

Pittsburgh; Tokyo, 1920, Mrs. Frank L. Brown, 

Brooklyn. 


To Our Missionary Sisbscribers 


Se Sunday School Times is now going~ into 
more than one hundred forei countries. If 
the paper is to be of service to all alike, we must 
carry helpful suggestions to those abroad and bring 
some inspiring Sunday-school news from mission 
fields to those at home. Therefore you in foreign 
lands are urged to help. 

While ordinary “Ways of Working” used at home 
may not work in your field, and what you use most 
successfully there may not fit the schools at home, 
yet there are human life incidents of souls won to 
Christ, of parents or older members of the family 
brought into the Sunday-school or the church, or, 
better still, to Christ, through the influence or invi- 
tation of the children; or of some genuine interest in 
reading the Word of God, with spiritual results’ fel- 
lowing coming through Sunday-school work; or 
through lives changed by the working of the Holy 
Spirit in any detail in connection with Sunday-school 
work. These “human documents” are what people 
read and remember; they will put prayers back of 
your work; they will-help bring that world-wide re- 
vival in the body-of Christ for which so many are 
praying. 

Think of what you might do with one incident of 
three or four hundred words, to be carried by this 
paper into nearly one huridred thousand homes all 
over the world! How many other missionaries you 
will inspire, to say nothing of interesting the tens of 
thousands at home! There is probably no other Sun- 
day-school paper that reaches as many workers in as 
many different denominations throughout the world 
as does The Sunday School Times. Will you who 
read the paper have some human interest stories from 
your field? 


Why isn’t my church a success and a Wessing as 
tt ought to be? You may be helped by “Kanamori’s 
Life-Story,” which gives the secret of success im 
soul-winning. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1.25, postpaid.) 
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Lesson for August 13 
Book of Esther ~ 
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Book of Esther 


Golden Text.—The righteous cried, and Jehovah heard, 
And delivered them out of all their troubles.—Psalm 34: 17 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


CONTEMPORARY adventurer, who kept a 

diary, tells how reg surprised he was 

when he first met Daniel Boone, in Kentucky. 
He had expected to find a fierce man, with some- 
thing of the aspect of a bandit, but instead he met 
the most mild-mannered, gentle-speaking individual, 
with a countenance which mingnd sweetness with 
rugged strength. And what still more surprised the 
traveler was the way in which Boone attributed every 
circumstance of his life to “Providence.” Posterity 
can understand as it looks back to the mighty pio- 
neer’s amazing service in blazing the way for civili- 
zation, how “true was his conviction; Dr. Arthur T. 
Pierson, in his “Keys to the Word,” calls Esther 
“the Romance of Providence.” 


Our Background Material 

The main sources of information on the genealogy 
of the Persian kings are Herodotu vy my 
Ctesias, Nicolas of Damascus (all B. C.), and Arian 

A. D. 2). Discrepancies between these writers 
have puzzled Bible expositors, but it is now widely 
believed that Ahasuerus (“the venerable king”), 
Artaxerxes (“the great king”), and even Darius ¢ e 
restrainer or maintainer”) are appellatives like Pha- 
raoh, Shah, Caesar or Kaiser. . 

Basing its study on late archeological and other 
data, the Companion Bible believes the genealogy of 
the Persian kings to be as follows: 

Deiokes, first king of Media, was father of Phra- 
ortes, who formed Media and Elam into’ one king- 
dom, with Ecbatana and Shushan as capitals. 1s 
son Cyaxares consolidated the Medo-Petsian empire, 
combining with Nabopolassar, who broke with Assur- 
banipal, of Assyria, whose viceroy he was. Cya- 
xares’ daughter, Amyitis, married Nebuchadnezzar, 
and their son- was, Evil-Merodach. Cyaxares’- son 
Ast s,.in this view, was Ahasuerus (Esther 1:.), 
and Artaxerxes eh. 2:1; Ezra 6:4) and also 
Darius the Mede (Dan. 5:31). Astyages married 
Aryennis, daughter of Alyattes, king of Lydia, whom 
Cyaxares had defeated, and she is the Vashti of 
the lesson. Their son was Hystaspis, and the lat- 
ei son, 5 Sam Hystaspis (the Artaxerxes of Ezra 

3 243 231%); 

After the divorce of the beautiful Aryennis, Asty- 
ages made Esther his queen, and their son was Cyrus 
the Persian (Isa. 45: 1-3; Ezra 6:14), and Cyrus’ 
son was.Cambyses Bardis. . 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face sguses at the end 
’ of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
: quickly locating the references. 

While the omission of the name of “Jehovah” from 
the. Book of Esther is criticized by the critics as 
evidence that it is not inspired, it is, on the con- 
heey. 8 wonderful evidence of its inspiration. : 

The pivot of the book is found in 3:8: “Their 
{the Jews’] laws are diverse from all people; neither 

eep they the king’s laws.” , 

In Deuteronomy 21:8, Jehovah predicts that his 
people’s apostasy will some day necessitate his hid- 
ing his face, that is, his presence (and his name), 
Even in the contemporary books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Daniel where he is mentioned, it is by the title of 
“the God of heaven,” not the God of Israel who used 
to dwell between the Cherubim in the Temple. But 
though not among his people, he was still for them, 
and it is so now. : 

But God has not left himself without witness in 
this book, ‘but has four times inspired his name to be 
written in acrostic form! : : 

This is by no means exceptional in the Bible. A 
glance at Psalm 119 will indicate, even in the Eng- 
lish translation, the acrostic that is intentional in 
the Hebrew —the Psalm being divided into twenty- 
two groups of eight verses each, the first eight be- 

inning with the Hebrew “A,” the second with the 

ebrew-“B,” and so on. Scholars tell us that, 
Psalms 111, 112, 119, and Lamentations 3 are per- 
fect acrostics ~ footnote on the last passage in 
the Scofield Reference Bible may be noted), and less 
complete acrostics are Psalms 9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 145; 
Proverbs 31: 10-31, and Lamentations 1, 2, and 4 

In the Massorah this acrostic in Esther is noted, 
and Dr. Ginsburg discovered three ancient manu- 
scripts in which the acrostic letters are written in 
large charactefs. _ 

These discoveries were treated for popular Bible 
study in a pamphlet, “The Name of Jehovah in the 
Book of Esther,” by the late Dr. E. W. Bullinger, 
of England, in 1895 (and were published at two- 
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Devotional Psalm 34 : 1-8. 
| emery ave age Sy i oF Rom. 5 : 6-10; 12:2, 2. 
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Janine Tans erse : bey wl helper.—Psalm 54 4 
"Ti ccoen tleteriol Esther 4: 100 573: 8:38. 
Memory Verse ; Psalm 28 ‘d we a 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
4:10 to §:3 
4:1¢ Then Esther spake unto Hathach, and gave him a 
message unto Mordecai, saying: 11 All the king’ 
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ance arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and 
thy father’s house will perish: and who knoweth whether 
thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
15 Then Esther bade them return answer unto Mordecai, 
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink 
three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast 
in like manner; and so will I go in unto the king, which 
is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 17 
So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had coi him. 


5:1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther 
put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of 
the king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the 
king sat upon his royal throne in the 
against the entrance of the house. 
the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that 
she obtained favor in his sight; and the king 
Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. 
drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. 3 Then said 
the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and 
is thy request? it shall be given thee even to the half of 
the kingdom. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 




















ence by Eyre and Spottiswoode, London). To that 
pmcaadh A ps is due for this condensed study. 
The word En aga in Hebrew, like the word 
“Lord” in English, by which it is translated in the 
Authorized. Version, consists of four letters, which, 
when written as in Hebrew, are read, of course, from 
right to left—‘“J, H, V, H,” or, with the vowels 
supplied, “Je, Ho, Va, H.” 
he first acrostic occurs in I: 20: 
5 “All the wives shall give 
to their husbands honor.” 
Or, more literally, 
Eee as 4. 
“shall-give the-wives and-all it 
A free English equivalent is: : 
Due Respect Our Ladies 
shall give to their husbands.” 
The Second acrostic is in 5: 4: 
“Let the King and Haman come this day” 
More literally ‘representing the Hebrew form: 
7 4 5 2 3 I 
“This-day and-Haman the-King let-come.” 
In free English equivalent : ‘ 
“Let Our Royal Dinner 
this day be graced by the King and Haman.” 
The third acrostic is in 5: 13: 
“Yet all 3 
this availeth me nothing | 
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 
King’s gate.” : 
Or, literally representing the Hebrew acrostic: 


4 5 2 a - - . 
“To-me availeth nothing this. 
Or, Anglicized with ‘linguistic liberty: 


“Yet am I ; 
saD, foR nO avail 

is all this to me.” 

The fourth acrostic is in 7:7, when Haman saw 

That evil was determined against him 

‘by the King.” 

Hebrew equivalent: 

2 3 4 I 
“evil against-him was-determined that” 
Free English parallel: 
“For he saw that there was 
eviL tO feaR, determineD 


against him by the King.” 


Each acrostic is uttered by a different speaker. The 
first and third, which read backwards in the Hebrew, 








by Gentiles, Memucan and Haman; and the second 
and fourth, which go forward, by Jews, Esther and 
the inspired writer. God works in two ways — by 
ruling and over-ruling. He is over-ruling where the 
two acrostics go backward, and ruling where the 
other two read forward! As young folks dote on 
puzzles, this one, by use of the blackboard, can be 
made a fascinating study. 
“Standeth God within the shadows keeping watch 
above His own.” * 


(Mrs. Askew, 1; Family Worship for Wednesday). 

Esther's training for her life work began when she 
was a girl, Hadassah, the myrtle (Dr. Smellie, 1, 2). 
This is a girl’s story in particular, but the heart 
of it is for us all. Vashti deserves sympathy (Mrs. 
Askew, 3; Family Worship for Tuesday), but there 
is danger of taking too much time to give it. 

God gave Esther the gift of beauty, and she sur- 
rendered it to him (Mr. Ridgway, 2). Mordecai 
realized what it was worth to his race in those 
troublous times (Mrs. Askew, 4), and how splendidly 
Esther used her = is effectively presented by Mrs. 
Askew (5, 6). ery little children will be gripped 
by Mrs. Bryner’s telling of the story. Every real boy 
likes a good girl story, and how to extract a fine 
lesson for him is suggested by Mr. Teas (1, 2). 

Haman was doubtless of Amalekite descent (Num. 
24:7, 20; 1 Sam. 15:8). The Israelites were com- 
manded to exterminate the race. Esther is not to be 
accused of a revengeful spirit in her final request as 
to his family, for she is but fulfilling the commands 
of God concerning that race, the cup of whose in- 
wy had long ago been full (compare Round Table, 


The Truth that Is Golden 

God picks the personnel of the centuries as they 
come and go (Eph. 2:10). Esther came to the king- 
dom for such a time as that (Dr. Smellie, 3; Mr. 
Howard), and you and I for such a time as this. 
How he discovered this truth for himself, Mr, Ridg- 
way tells (1). When our test comes will we show 
the same spirit of sacrifice as Esther? (Round-Table, 
2; Miss Homer Dixon). Have we given him. the 
chance he wants with us? (Round Table, 4.) 
Teaching Points 

“This is the rose window in the cathedral structure 
of the Old Testament. If the light it transmits be 
dim, it reveals exquisite tracery and symbolic de- 
signs in the framework and colored panes.”—Arthur 
T. Pierson. 

Dr Weddell calls the day of the Jews’ deliverance 
(3:14), “a kind of interrupted St. Bartholomew’s 
Day,” and the Jews celebrate the feast of Purim to 
this day, as a memorial of it. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 
_Could Mordecai Scripturally urge a Gentile mar- 
riage upon his ward? 

Does this book teach grace? (The Cartoon; Mr. 
Smith’s last sentence.) 

_ “For what work am I placed by God in my par- 
ticular position?” (Miss Homer-Dixon.) 

Is it possible to miss God’s plan for our lives? 

PHILADSLPRIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professcr of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincrPLe or CorreLation.—Comnect 
with the lesson related truth from other sources. 











[* IS sometimes said that young people are not 
taught to see, even when it exists, any relation 
between their work in the day-school and their teach- 
ing in the Sunday-school. The present lesson offers 
opportunity for such correlation because the Ahasu- 
erus of the lesson is the Xerxes of ancient history. 
And sidelights upon his career and the splendor of 
his court can be focused upon the lesson from the 
information which the young people have elsewhere 
obtained. Further information upon the place of 
woman in Oriental life even to-day may not only 
be illuminating to the young women’s class, but help 
them to understand the extreme foolishness and wick- 
edness of American women who are to-day lending 
their influence and their wealth to the spread in 
America of the debasing cults of the East. 

The history of the feast of Purim, whose origin 
is given us in the book of Esther, may be, studied . 
with profit, including some of the interesting details 
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of its celebration, such as the congregation chorus 
at the mention of Haman’s name, “May his name 
be blotted out,” while boys with mallets pound pieces 
of wood and stones on which his name is. written. 
Here a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia will be 
helpful. It will not be overlooked that our lesson is 
the Book of Esther and not the selected portion. 

There will be other preservations of Israel to be 
mentioned in connection with this One as we study 
the history of this people, which will but confirm 
God’s “secret watch-care over dispersed Israel,” and 
help us to understand that out of the sad trials of 
the present hour in such countries as Russia Jehovah 
will bring them in fulfilment of his promises. 

It would not be uninteresting to note how God is 
even to-day setting in high place representatives of 
the children of Israel. an you name any English 
or American statesmen of Jewish extraction? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








I.. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Connection, The entire book of Esther should be 
read and the story briefly summarized. (1) The ex- 
altation of Esther, chapters 1 and 2. (2) The need 
for Esther, -chapters and 4. (3) The courage of 
aoe is 1-14. (4) The success of Esther, 6:1 to 
10: 3. he king was probably the Xerxes of secu- 
lar history. The date was about 483 B. C., and the 
story comes in Ezra between chapters 6 and 7 (see 
Lesson 5). The great majority of the Jews stayed 
in Babylon, but God had not forgotten his covenant, 
and this book shows his care for his covenant people. 
The portion to be specially studied tells of Mordecai’s 
appeal to Esther to use her influence with the king (1) 

Difficulty (vs. 10-12). Mordecai was in deep sor- 
row and intense fear, atid appealed to Esther for 
help. She pointed out the law, and while there was 
great need there was also real danger if she pre- 
sumed to do what was contrary to the custom of 
Oriental life. Her hesitation was natural in view 
of the royal tyranny and fickleness. 


Opportunity: (vs. 13, 14). But Mordecai was not 
to be put oft, and with strong confidence he uttered 
a stern warning. He also reminded her that divine 
providence would doubtless make some other way of 
escape, but there would certainly be loss to her, and 
yet perhaps her selection as queen was for the very 


‘purpose of getting protection for the Jews. 


Fidelity (vs. 15-17). Esther replied with the calm- 
ness of sincere trust and made-an earnest appeal to 
Mordecai. She also expressed her determination to 
take action even though there was a dread uncer- 
tainty as to the result. 

Victory (5:1-3). Wise preparation followed, and 
then the courageous deed was done. Her reception 
was gracious, and she was welcomed with the as- 
surance that whatever she wished should be granted. 
These verses are the heart of the Story, and every- 
thing else turns on what Esther here does with such 
boldness. The outcome was the defeat of Haman’s 
plot, the recognition of Mordecai, and the safety of 
the Jews. It is not surprising that a feast was ap- 
pointed to commemorate this great deliverance. 

N. B—These four ideas: difficulty, opportunity, 
fidelity, victory, really sum up the entire book. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 34:1-8. Expressive 
of what the Jews felt at this time. (1) Thankful 
determination, verses 1, 2; (2) hearty invitation, 
verse 3; (3) joyous realization, verses 4-7; (4) ear- 
nest recommendation, verse 8. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Esther (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold 


only in sets) ; Davis’ Bible Dictionary, for names of 


persons and places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$4); “Notes on the Book of Esther,” by. Ironside 
Loizeaux Bros., New York, 60 cts.) ; “Reasonable 
iblical Criticism,” by Willis J. Beecher (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., $2). 


ll. Reference Material 

Matthew 20:20-28; Romans §:6-10; 12:1, 2. 

Illustrations and applications of Esther’s action. 

1. Matthew 20: 20-28. The true way of honor is 
through service. 

2. Romans 5:6-10. The supreme example of self- 
sacrifice. 

3. Romans 12:1, 2. Entire consecration to God 
the fundamental necessity of true life. 


lll. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: A Heroine Worthy of 
Imitation.. Seven features mark Esther’s life and are 
eminently deserving of imitation by us. (1) Her loy- 
alty and patriotism as a Jewess. (2) Her courage in 
daring to do what was absolutely novel and very 
dangerous. (3) Her consciousness of the need of 
supernatural aid (4:16). (4) Hér sense;of a voca- 
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tion, a duty to do what she did. (5) Her splendid 
self-sacrifice (4:16). (6) Her readiness to seize 
the opportunity. (7) Her tact and wisdom in ap- 
proach to her difficult task. 

2. Young People and Adults: Rendering Sacrificial 
Service. (1) The fact of self-sacrifice. Risking her 
life for others. “All that a man hath 
for ‘his life,” says Satan (Job 2:4), but it is wrong. 
a) The nature of self-sacrifice. Love prompting 
the Jews) ; courage animating (“if I perish”); de- 
cision characterizing (“I will go”). 3) The basis 
of self-sacrifice. va our “due,” to God and man. 
(4) The secret of se {-sacrifice, Trusting God and 
putting hiin.first. Life is always safe with him. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
_ The Golden Text tells something of what prayer 
is and does. 

1. The Fact ~ Prayer — “cries” —It is an instinct 
to call on God. “Prayer is the Christian’s vital 
breath.” 

2. The Basis of Prayer — “righteous” — Relation- 
ship; being “right” with God is the foundation of 
prayer. : 

3. The Outcome of Prayer —“heard” and “deliv- 
ered.” This is the certain and blessed result. 


V. Leading Questions 

What is the unique feature of this book? Is any 
other like it? 

What is the purpose of the book? 

What evidences of religion are found in it? 

Show the way in which this book illustrates Bush- 
nell’s title of a sermon, “Every Man’s Life a Plan 
of God.” 

What is the connection between patriotism and re- 
ligion? 

How is Mordecai to be characterized? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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An Iliad in a Nutshell 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


NE can say much in few words. That captain 

f the Scottish Covenant, James Guthrie, of 

Stirling, told his judges, “My conscience I can- 
not submit”; and it is the creed of the martyrs in 
a sentence. David Livingstone, foremost of mission- 
aries, declared, “I will go anywhere, provided it be 
forward”; and his resolution sums up the best Chris- 
tianity. Paul wrote, “I bear in my body the marks 
of Jesus”; and it is the epitome of the life of con- 
secration.. And here is Esther. “If I perish, I per- 
ish,” she said. It holds infinite riches in its little 
room. It was uttered long ago, and it moves us to 
this hour. Let us ask’ where and how Esther learned 
her great language. 


There was the memory of early training. 

The Hebrew girl did not know a mother’s tender- 
ness nor a father’s instruction; for in the opening 
years of life she had been left an orphan. But God 
made provision for her. Her cousin Mordecai, much 
older than herself, took her to his home—a man of 
settled convictions and highest character. It was a 
wholesome atmosphere, in which spirit and soul and 
body prospered; till one might repeat of her the lines 


. written of another Jewish maiden: “So held she 


through her girlhood, as it were An angel-watered 
lily, that near God Grows and is quiet.” And now, in 
the moment of testing her training bore its fruit. (1) 

The. debt we owe to the discipline of home and 
school, when these are filled with the presence of 
God, is beyond computation. “It would trouble me 
far more,” wrote Bishop: Paget, of Oxford, “if un- 
der any great trial my mother’s faith were to break 
down or prove useless, than if ten of the cleverest 
men I know were to tell me that they had come to the 
conclusion that there is ae in Christianity; for 
I think my mother has more of the.data for a right 
judgment in these matters than come within the ken 
of any degree of cleverness.” Ideas are good, but 
principles are better; and we can never be too thank- 
ful to those early teachers who helped to plant. faith 
and godliness in our souls. When the great trials 
come, the faith and the godliness strengthen us to 
say, If I perish, I perish. (2) 


Another influence was the love of country. 

Esther had never seen Jerusalem. She -was born 
and nurtured in-exile.- But for her there was only 
one native soil, not Persia but Palestine; and only 
one people whose traditions and hopes stirred her to 
the depths of her being, the people after God’s own 
heart. When she heard that the sword of doom was 
hanging over them, she was ready to fling away her 
own life if she might rescue theirs. . 

Patriotism has sometimes been synonymous with 
arrogance and with greed. “The last refuge of a 
scoundrel,” Dr. Johnson called it. . But a true patriot- 
ism is a plant rooted by God in our nature. It 
awakens the fires of poetry and imagination. It 
often helps a man to think of. sacred things — the 
Bible, the throne of grace, and the truth as it is in 
Jesus; were not these the real sources of his coun- 


will he give 
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try’s prosperity? We cannot escape from the tie 
of blood. We should be like the mother in the old 
song, who found her two sons returned mysteriously 
for a ae night to their home; “and she wrap 
them in her warm mantle, because they were vee 
own.” Thus let us care for and prize our native 
land. Let us work and pray for its progress in 
knowledge and righteousness and holiness. 


An even stronger motive was the imperative of 
conscience. 

Mordecai was the mouthpiece of conscience, ex- 
eg = its requirements to the young queen. He 
ad two unanswerable arguments. First he said: 
God’s interposition is certain. Relief and deliver- 
ance shall arise to the Jews. The one. point for 
Esther to decide was whether she would be God’s 
fellow-worker, or would sink to the rear and the 
slaves. And, next, Mordecai said: Privilege deter- 
mines responsibility. Who knoweth whether thou art 
not come to the-kingdom for such a time as this? 
Not for selfish ends had Hadassah, the Myrtle, been 
transformed into Esther, the Star—the unknown 
girl into the mistress of an empire. No, but to meet 
a stern crisis, to do a mighty work, and to win a 
marvelous emancipation. (3) 

Conscience still bids us believe that the divine in- 
terposition is certain; that the government of God 
is on the side of wisdom and justice and mercy; and 
that, in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus will 
come walking on the waves, and the. storm 
changed into a calm. But then conscience draws closer. 
To every Christian soul it says: “You have entered 
into a kingdom; an all-sufficient Lord is yours, and 
you are endowed with his powers. Now you are 
meant to be his coadjutor, in saving those who are 
threatened by death, in disappointing his enemies, and 
in establishing his reign.” 


But we cannot perish. Esther did not. She ac- 
knowledged God in all her ways, and he directed her 
paths. iving herself to the fasting and prayer she 
enjoined on others, she was abundantly answered. 
Hers was the joy of saving her kinsfolk from de- 
struction; and with herself all went well. To em- 
brace risks for the sake of the kingdom ‘of heaven, to 
deny self, and to take up and carry Christ’s cross, 
is ever the safest road. We lose our life, it ma 
be, in one sense; but we keep it unto life eternal. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk .. 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


NDIVIDUAL responsibility is the lesson pressed 

home by the lesson given us to-day. Let each one 
ask himself, “For what work am I placed by God in 
my particular position?” Who knoweth whether thou 
art not living in this’age, earning that salary, or en- 
joying that health, that thou mayest proclaim the Gos- 
pel where it has never been heard, and thus, like 
Esther, bring life to those under the bondage of a 
swiftly approaching death? Esther could not plead 
ignorance of*the impending danger, and neither can 
we. We know that there is eternal life in our Lord 
Jesus Christ alone; we know also that thirty-three 
million human beings pass out into black misery every 
year without having heard the Name that alone can 
save. Yes, we know this. We cannot plead ignor- 
ance. “If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death and those that are ready to be slain; if 
thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he 
that Cseate the heart consider it?” (Prov. 24: 
33; "5. - 

N1acGarA Fatts, CAn. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Why I Am Here.—Who knoweth whether thou art 
not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
(4:14.) This month fifteen years ago the Editor 
asked me what improvement I had to suggest in the 
Times. “Get some fellow to put the lessons in such 
shape that a busy man returning from a trip late 


‘Saturday night can get ready for his Sunday-school 


class in a hop, skip, and a jump. Your present helps 
are good enough and all right for those .who have 
lots of time.” You see, I contend that almost every 
real Christian of mature years has enough stuff latent 
in his system to hold and help a class. He is like 
a sodawater fountain, full of syrups. Vanilla, straw- 
berry, orange, sarsaparilla, raspberry. It is for some 
one to press the knob and out comes the flavor. 
“Now, Charley,” said I, “you just get some fellow to 
work the fountain.” After some weeks of discus- 
sion off and on as we met, Editor Trumbull wrote 
me, “Phil and I have decided you are just the chap 
to run that fountain.” “Why, you must be crazy,” 
was my comeback. “Got more to do now than I can 
get away with.” Then I began to ask God about it, 
as I reckon Phil and Charley did. Here in this text 
of our lesson you have the very words with which, 
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Lesson for 13 
Book of Esther 


like the lovely little Jewish queen, I de- 
cided the matter. Sez I to meself, sez 
I, “Who knoweth?” And so here I have 
been all these fifteen years working this 
t Sunday-school sodawater fountain. 
“Mr. Man, when a job for the Lord 
comes to gow remember Esther and re- 
member mgwey, When you get the 
job of the rs apes your cup of joy 
will begin to fi 
the cup will run over. 
Esther? (1) 


Fasting and Prayer.—Fast ye for me 
... J also and my maidens ‘wll fast 
(v. 16). Protestants do not fast, as a 
rule, unless the doctor says we must be- 
cause “when there is anything wrong in 
the stomach, don’t give it any work. to 
do. Treat the stomach as decently as 
you do the sore eye, Wrap it up, as it 
were.” Jesus says, “Pray.” ut in 
Esther’s day fasting was the Hebrew 
maidens’ way of getting close up to God 
—just as praying is our way (Isa, 58: 
6; 1 Cor. 7:5): ve an idea that 
heaven looks down upon no. more 
tiful ‘sight than that of the “Queen’ 
and her maidens ali uniting together in 
. communion with God for some noble 
purpose. Of course, the Esther adven- 
ture was a success. It always is a suc- 
cess. Mistress and maidens ever after 
were bound in more loving ties because 
of the enterprise. As I write we are 
supplying our product to one of the most 
grmecrous concerns in the land. Charley 
yle, one of our erectors, who has just 
come in from the job, in making his re- 
port, says, “That’s sure some fine place to 
work. Why, do you know; Mr. Ridgway, 
they have church in that place every 
week. Everybody goes, and it lasts an 
hour.” Up in Canada is one of the big- 
st concerns in America. Its product 
is known wherever the Canadian tongue 
is spoken — and does its tasting! Every 
day they “have church” in that great 
factory —and the “church” was started 
in the first place years ago in the cellar 
by the colored janitor. Does anybody 
know a business Se th (business is the 
ventusesame saya iting. ome & § 
to sea) that fai ef to hare oe pene 
when there was fasting:and prayer,con+ 
tinually at headquarters? ~I don’t. 


‘The  Girls.—What. wilt thou, queen 
Esther? (5:3.) You are~looking upon 
one of the most dramatic pictures in all 
history. _Did you read .the book of 
— the: other day as I suggested? 

ere is a theme worthy of-a- great art- 
ist like Alma Tadema. The queen in 
all the loveisness of her own matchless 
beauty and her royal attire, and sur- 
rounding her like the perfume mignon- 
ette, that ineffable glory that goes with 


and as the years run 
Isn’t that so, 


the beauty that is touched by. Heaven.- 


Over yonder sits upon his throne the 
Autocrat in all the pomp and_ pride of 
his power, jealous of every point of im- 
perial etiquette. There was only one an- 
swer for that vision by the door. “What 
wilt thou, my Queen?” which of course 
meant, “You have it before you ask.” 
Yes, God’s hand was in_ it. all, but _ he 
performed no miracle. He just used a 
lovely girl, with lovely clothes, 
lovely manners, with lovely heart. God 
likes to work that way when™he can. 
Now listen to me! All young women 
can be lovely —their youth insures that. 
All can have lovely clothes — good taste 
insures that, even in cotton. All can 
have lovely manners—the-desire and 
pains insure that. Ml young women 
can have lovely hearts — religion insures 
that. But when a woman is careless of 
her person, dowdy in her dress, crude 
in her manners, and godless in her heart 
—good-night for this Corner! The 
. “parties” I. like best are those where 
there are lots of young women all 
dressed in white. I have always thought 
that Heaven might be something like 
that. I like to see our splendid girls 
walking with the Bridegroom and in 
training for those indescribable garments 
the Lord has for those who attend the 
marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 7: 
9; 19:9). (2) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate: the weekly message. A cata- 
logue sent on request. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLU TIONS must reach The Sunday 
Sohnet s three months in advance 
the date of the lesson. If coming later 

ot be cons at all. not 


yo Ry = t Geet coournig a 
3 acceptance of ma- 
. the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. ec dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
twe dollars the best one cach week. 
Short illustra of from 75 to 156 words, 
are will be accepted 


of ones 
illustrations on other verses 
stand ote ae 7 than 
illustrations on the Golden Toe 


Machines. — At this time 
(4:14). “I like to sew when there 
is no thread in the machine, it runs so 
easily,” said a little girl. A good many 
people are fond of running their ma- 
chine without thread. When I hear a 
boy or girl talking very largely of the 
grand things he would do if he only 
could, and if things and circumstances 
were only different, and then neglectin 
every daily duty, and avoiding work an 
lessons, I think he is running his ma- 
chine without any thread—From_ the 
Christian Herald, Sent by Mary E. Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn, 


_ Precious portunity.—For such a 
time as this (v. 14). When the army 
of Galerius sacked the army of the 
routed Persians, a bag of shining leather, 
filled with pearls, fell into the hand of 
a private soldier; he carefully preserved 
the bag, but he threw away the contents, 
being ignorant of their value. We make 
a similar mistake when we throw aside 
the opportunities God gives to us.— 
From the Christian Endeavor World. 
Sent by E. Hovey, Toronto, Cam (1) 

Self-Sacrifice.— Jf I perish, I perish 
(v. 16), While the prairie fires were 
sweeping over the Middle West, a res- 
cue party rode out to see if any would 
need help. Riding past. a charred cot- 
tage, thty saw what appeared to be a 
black chicken on the ground; On go- 


“ing..up’.to it, they found: that it . evi- 
'dently had been-a 


hen, but was -quite 
dead, the head and back being burned 
almost to a cinder; but the bird sat 
in ‘such a-striking way, with her wings 
partly spread out, that one of. the men 
gave her a kick with his foot, and three 
little chicks ran out. Bravely the mother 
hen had covered them, in face of the 





roaring fire; and bravely she had sat 
still in the midst of the scorching flames, 
choosing rather to be burned to death 
than that one of them should perish.— 
From “The Traveler's Guide,” by Mrs. 
Stephen Mensies. Sent by Lillian Fie- 
brantz, Springfield, Ill. rise illustra- 
tion. (2) 

His Own Gallows.— So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows that he had pre- 
pee for Mordecai (7: 30). A_ baker 
oe | in a village not far from Quebec 
bought his butter from a neighboring 
farmer. One day he became suspicious 
that the butter was not of the same 
weight, and therefore decided to satisfy 
himself about it. For several days he 
weighed the butter, and then found that 
the rolls of butter which the farmer 
brought were gradually diminishing in 
weight. This angered him so that he 
had the farmer arrested. “I presume 
you have weights,” said the judge. “No, 
sir,” replied the farmer. “How then do 
you manage to weigh the butter that you 
sell?” “That’s easily explained, your 
honor,” said the farmer. “When the 
baker commenced buying his butter of 
me, I thought I'd get my bread of him, 
and it’s the one pound loaf I’ve_ been 
using as a weight for the butter I sell. 
If the weight of the butter is wrong, he 
has himself to blame.”—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle, Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Belper, Eng. (3) 


Unbreakable.— The righteous cried, 
and Jehovah heard, and delivered them 
out of all their troubles (Golden Text). 
A simple man who carried on his busi- 
ness in Manchester, about whose integ- 
rity certain rumors were abroad, was 
asked, “Do you never fear you will 
break?” “Ay,” said the man emphatically, 
“I shall break when the Fiftieth Psalm 
breaks in the fifteenth verse, ‘Call upon 
me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee.’”-——From the .Christian. Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark; Leicester, Eng. 


“Give God a Chance.” — The right- 
eous cried,and Jehovah heard,and deliv- 
ered them out .of all ther troubles 
(Golden Text). Christian worker had 
reached the.end of the week, well 
wearied with service. The sunshine and 
rippling. river. were luring him to an 
hour’s rowing. Boarding a passing car 
he was soon on his way to the river 
bank, As he neared it he remembered 
that it was late in the season, and there 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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was a likelihood of the boathouse being 
closed. But the outing seemed a clear 
need. So he lifted his. heart quietly in 
prayer that if it were the Lord’s will He 
might send along the caretaker of the 
boathouse to furnish the boat. Reach- 
ing the spot he found the boathouse 
closed. Turning to leave under the im- 
pulse of the moment, the thought flashed 
in, “It has only been a moment or two 
since you prayed the Lord to send along 
the boatman, and now you are going 
away without even waiting long enough 
for him to get here. hy don’t you 
give God a chance?” He sat down to 
wait. In ten minutes the boatkeeper 
came strolling along, and the boat was 
secured.—From “Give God a Chance,” 
by James H. McConkey. Sent by David 
. Anderson, Marvin, S. D. (4) 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson. — Almighty 
God, thy power is not set free at the beck- 
oning of the golden scepter of kings, but 
in answer to the prayer of faith: May we re- 
member thee, and not ourselves, or any 
holder of earthly power from whom we may 
be in danger. Give us, we pray thee, the 
quiet confidence of faith in thee as we face 
every duty of whatever sort. And may we 
be freed from the consideration of self as 
we seek to know what is thy blessed will. 
In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The boy who had 
the courage to leap into the lake to save 
that child who had fallen from the wharf 
had no idea five minutes before that 
he would be on hand for such a time as 
that. No, and you never kriow ahead 
of time just what testing will come to 
you. A missionary who ‘rode straight 
through a wild mob ‘to get help for others 
said he never knew until then that he 
could do that sort of thing. But with 
God— what courage, what daring can 
be ours in his name! Our own sttength 
is not.equal to the calls upon us for 
strength; our courage takes wings and 
is away before we know it unless God is 
our confidence, our source of courage. 
Do you call upon him to keep you fit 
for every demand upon you in the line 
of duty? Do-you trust him? Do you 
put yourself into his hands, and ask the 
prayers of your friends? Oh, what re- 
sources of power are in him! And yet 
we sometimes fear! Let us pray. 





JEHOVAH Deters 
TRUST HIM! 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Where the fight is hardest.” 
“In the hour of trial.” 
“T hear Thy welcome voice.” 
“True-hearted, whole-hearted.” 
“IT could not do without Thee.” 
“He leadeth me! O blessed thought.” 
“Where He leads me, I will follow.” 
“His love is far better than gold.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also-some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.), 
Psalm 34:1-8 (76: 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (5§ : 1-4). 
Psalm 27: 1-9 (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm g§ : 1-12 (10 : 1-2). 
Psalm 9: 1-20 (18 : 1-3). 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TeEacuinc. — God helps peo- 

ple to be brave. ' 

Note.—Esther’s bravery makes a 
strong appeal. Her story occurs but 
once in the éight years’ cycle of les- 
sons. Incidents from the book should 
be added to the small portion assigned 
for to-day in order to make a complete 
story, 

Introduction.—Recall Daniel’s bravery 
when a plot was laid for his life.- (Les- 
son for July 23.) 

Review.—When fifty thousand captive 
Jews returned to Jerusalem to build the 
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temple, ow | others remained near Bab- 
ylon. (Recall briefly last Sunday’s story.) 

Lesson Story.—King Ahasuerus want- 
ed to choose a new queen. Messengers 
were sent to search the country for the 
prettiest young women, whom they 
brought to the king’s palace to be pre- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 











Esther Caves Her Peoples 


Meh. 


Esther 2 $-7 


4 








Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


I love to think of such books as Esther 
and Jonah and the Song of Solomon as not 
in the Bible by accident, or through ‘some 
piece of human blundering; and that. God 
who gave us the inspired Word knows all 
about these book being in it, antl that he 
not only permitted them to be included, but 
that it was his divine will that they should 
be included, no matter how much to the con- 
trary purely human reasoning might sug- 
gest. 

Therefore, I find vastly more profit in 
searching out and appropriating the beauti- 
ful and stimulating lessons they contain 
than in endeavoring to find flaws to use as 
a basis for eliminating them. It tremen- 
dously comforts and strengthens and estab- 
lishes me to look upon my Bible as a whole 
Bible and. not a humanly altered one. I 
am sure I shall stand before God “on that 
day” with less shamefacedness on the plea 
that I was simple enough to accept his 
Word in its entirety, than if I should have 
to defend scratching any part of it.* 

Thus, in spite of the fact that historians 
may find some difficulty in - identifying 
Ahasuerus with the Xerxes of. Herodotus, I 
gather much profit from Mordecai’s senten- 
tious, “Who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
and Esther’s noble answer: “If I perish, I 
perish.” 

All over-the Persian empire a captive peo- 
ple were plunged into sorrow and mourn- 
ing and dread. It was a condition of grief 
and terror indescribable. Then suddenly one 
day the royal ensigns dashed ‘through vale 
and hamlet and village with the saving mes- 
sage. Instantly, sackcloth and ashes were 
changed for rejoicing, — the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness and. the oil of 
joy for mourning. 

And this was all because a couragebus 
spirit loved her people and was willing. to 
make the supreme sacrifice to save them. 

Christ faced the certainty of the Cross for 
us. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
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pared to stand before him that he might 
choose, | 

Mordecai, a i helped around the 
palace. He had adopted Esther, an or- 
phan girl, who was a relative. Morde- 
cai treated her like a daughter. The 
name “Esther” means “A Star.” She 
was so beautiful that Mordecai thought 
the king might choose her for his queen. 
When Esther left Mordecai’s home 
to be trained with many other girls in 
a special home near the palace, Mordecai 
said to her, Do not tel] any one that 
you are a Jew. Esther remembered. 

After a year’s training, the girls took 
turns inl appearing before King Ahasu- 
erus. Each one wanted to appear as 
beautiful as possible. The trainer of the 
young women was kind to Esther be- 


place in the home, and maidens to wait 
on her. Every day Mordecai walked 
near to inquire how she was. Esther 
never told the other girls that she was 
a Jew. 

hen her turn came each girl chose 
what she wanted to wear. Some chose 
jewelry and perfumery with the finest 
clothes. When Esther’s turn came she 
said to her trainer, I'll wear what you 
think best, and she looked very lovely. 

King Ahasuerus thought so, too, and: 
chose Esther from among all the others 
and crowned her as queen. She had a 
house and maidens of her own. ‘She 
never told the king that she was a Jew. 

Haman was a proud friend of the 
king, who hated Mordecai. Like Dan- 
iel’s enemies he arranged a plot which 
would destroy all the Jews if King 
Ahasuerus would agree. Haman man- 
aged it this way: He told the king that 
some troublesome people were in the 
country who ought to be destroyed be- 
fore. they made mischief, so} Haman 
persuaded the king to sign a decree to 
have them slain, 

When the decreé was sent all over 
the country there was mourning amon 
the Jews everywhere. When Mordecai 
heard about it he dressed in deep mourn- 
ing and. passed the palace. Esther’s 
maids told her about Him, so she sent 
other clothing to him. Then he sent 
back a copy of the king’s decree with 
this message: If this order is carried 
out, you will not escape; you must go 
unto the king to plead for our people. 

Mordecai could not enter the palace 
when dressed in mourning, so Esther 
sent this message to him: I have not 
been called before the king for thirty 
days; if any one goes unbidden and it 
displeases the king, it may mean death. 

Again Mordecai sent word: If you 
keep still at this time, another will arise 
to deliver the Jews. Who knows whether 
you are come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this? 

Esther sent back this brave message: 
You call the Jews of the city together 
and fast for three days; and my 
maidens will do the same; then will I 
go unto the king, which is not accord- 
mg fo the law, and if I perish, I perish. 

ow earnestly they must have prayed 
during those days. Esther must have 
believed, God is my helper, and he was, 
After the third day Esther dressed her- 
self in beautiful robes and bravely went 
to the king’s court and stood where she 
could see King Ahasuerus on his throne. 
When the king looked up, he raised his 
golden scepter, which meant that Esther 
might come.near. The king said, What 
is your request, Queen Esther, it shall 
be granted to the half of my kingdom. 

Queen Esther said, I came to inyite 
— and Haman to a banquet to-day. 
fhe invitation was accepted.. When. they 
came the king said, What more do you 
want, Queen Esther? She said, I invite 
you and Haman to another banquet to- 
morrow, then I will tell you. 

They came. Again. King Ahasuerus 
said, What is your request, and it shall 
be performed. Then Esther bravely 
said, O King, if it please the king, save 
my life and the lives of my people, for 
we all must perish. Then the king asked, 
Who would dare to do this? Esther 
answered, This wicked Haman. ‘The 
king was so distressed and angry that 
hé«stepped outside to walk in the palace 

rden while he decided what to do, 

aman feared greatly and pleaded for 
his life before Queen Esther. 








Once more Esther bowed before the 
king, and wept when he held out the 


cause she was so good. She had a good | 


scepter, Then she stood and asked the 
king to send out another decree, that 
the Jews might fight and defend them- 
selves if any came to destroy them, The 
king did so, which caused great joy 
among the Jews instead of mourning. 

God helped Esther to be brave to save 
her people. Every year since the Jews 
have celebrated their thanksgiving by the 
Feast of Purim. Ask your little Jewish 
friends about it. 

PEORIA, ILL. 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. God’s providence in a girl’s life. 
2. The right use of beauty. 











Now indeed we have the story par 
excellence for our girls,—the story 
of the beautiful young exile queen who 
won all hearts and the very existence 
of her people by the right use of her 
beauty. 

1, One of the two big lessons here 
for girls is found in the thread of the 
book — God’s overruling providence, as 
it appears in the life of this Jewess. 
“His name does not once appear in the 
book, but any thoughtful reading of it 
is bound to reveal him at work in the 
circumstances of his people’s history, at 
this time as at all others, while they 
were still scattered all over the hundred 
and twenty-seven provinces of the great 
Persian Empire. (1) 

ke story of Esther seems to fit the 
general line of Jewish history just be- 


the book of Ezra, where an interval of 
about sixty years occurs. The first of 
the Jews had-long before returned to 
Jerusalem from Babylon, and-had. fitially 
‘completed their temple building, but 
great nunibers were still living in exile, 
all over the empire, and all of course 
under the -Persian king’s- rule; hence all 
coming under the death sentence secured 
against them by Haman, including those 
living in Jerusalem, (2) 

Be sure to use a map to make clear 
the interesting geography of this story, 
especially the location of old Susa, the 
ruins of which are thought by some to 
be the most remarkable in the Old World 
to-day. Pictures of the great terrace of 
Persepolis would give reality to the set- 
ting of your story, particularly that first 
chapter with its vivid description of the 
palace andthe six-months’ . festivities 
Ahasuerus provided for his lords. 

Right here begins the thread of Es- 
ther’s story, for in Vashti’s refusal to 
make the wrong use of her queenly 
beauty lay Esther’s opportunity to make 
the right use of her girlish loveliness. 
Your girls may well be led to admire 
Vashti’s true womanliness and high 
courage in refusing the king’s command 
to make a display of herself only for 
the sensual tification of: his guests 
and to feed his overmastering pride. .Re- 
member he was asking her to break 
every standard of eet of her race 
and time, and for nothing but the lowest 
purpose; her deliberate sacrifice of her 
position at court to save her virtue evi- 
dences the inherent womanliness of true 
womanhood of all races and times. Per- 
haps your girls will enjoy the touch of 
human nature in the next. scene, also, in 
which those astounded “lords of crea- 
tion” tried to prevent the reaction of 
Vashti’s un f independence upon 
their own submissive wives (3) 

2. It was four years later. (compare 
1:3 with 2:16) that the fair youn 
Jewess took Vashti’s queenly place, an 
the story of how she came there is your 
story to-day —tell it as vividly as you 
can, showing how God put her there, 
through the use of Mordecai’s: keen wits 
and ‘her own loveliness of person and 
disposition (2:7, 9, 15) to hold the key 
to her people’s life. And it was five 
years later still (3:7) that Haman se- 
cured the decree of death for every Jew 
in Ahasuerus’ empire, and in all this 
time the high officials of the court did 
not suspect the nationality of the beau- 





tiful Queen Esther. Only her own 
trusted maidens and: Hathach. knew. and, 
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apparently, the ladies-in-waiting had 
been won ‘to accept Esther’s faith, for 
she promised Mordecai that they would 
fast with her when she took her solemn 
vow to go, uninvited, before the king to 
plead for her people’s life—pretty ee 
evidence of Esther’s pure life and loya 
faith during her five years in court. (4) 

And now see the right use of beauty, for 
being his rightful queen, Esther counted 
upon and made best use of her charms 
to win favor in’ the king’s eyes, and then 
to ask for her own and her race’s de- 
liverance from Haman’s cruel decree. 
Again the story of the plot is your story, 
and never was’ there a more natural 
and delightful display of a beautiful wo- 
man’s tact and charms than in the way 
Esther met Ahasuerus, kept him in 
eager suspense, and finally won her pe- 
tition. ‘he contrast between Esther’s 
victory and Haman’s downfall gives a 
keen dramatic relish which your girls 
will “just love,” but» keep the emphasis 
sther’s choice to be used o 
as the deliverer of her people, her ac- 
ceptance, despite desperate danger to 
herself, cf her A oda to sefve him 
hg Hy gift wherewith he had gifted 
er. 

HAS you, in your group, “a maiden 
fair and beautiful” who is thinking only 
of what is coming to. her because of 
that gift, or is'tempted to .prostitute it 
to low purposes? ake this story of 
beautiful Esther a stepping-stone for 
her to a genuine consecration of herself 
to God’s purposes for her, that she ma 
find that pure joy in his service whic 
whole lives to some splendid principle. 


Home Study 
Read this book through, and mark 4: 
14-16 for your own. 
Decatur, GA, 
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‘From the Boys’ Lookout: © 
_ By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught Thies Week . 
- Self-sacrifice “ig modern: history. mo 4 
God’s “keystones.” ? 


For what purpose have you “come to 
the kingdom”? 
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STHER is another book that can 
easily be covered in the home réad- 


‘ings of a single week. By all means, have 


the boys approach to-day’s lesson with the 
whole story in mind. Enough will do 
it to make it richly profitable for both 
yourself and them, if -you will assign 
a program, of seven readings to cover 
the whole Book. 

Begin the lesson by asking the boys to 
name any people in later history who 
have displayed the unselfish devotion that 
Esther showed. The class will help you 
recall. many strong -characters in polit- 
ical and religious history, like vid 
Livingstone and Abraham Lincoln and 
Joan ef Arc, who willingly devoted their 
whole lives ‘to some splendid principle. 

1 


ut be sure that some one remembers 
to include the greatest example of all: 
and before you -pass to other questions, 
let the boys remember, as an able teacher 
has said, that while Esther was ready 
to die-for her friends, Jesus was not 
only willing to die, but did die, for his 
enemies as well, (2) q 

Now turn. back to verse 14, praying 
God’s help in delivering Mordeca#s chal- 
lenge to your boys in the compelling 
i A that it was delivered to Esther. 

hat is a keystone? Why is it so 
important. in the building of an arch? 
Let the boys show you that they know 
something about practical engineering, 
and you will find it easy to “lead up.” (If 
you have a class blackboard, get one 
ef the boys to sketch an arch with key- 
stone in place, and let him briefly ex- 
plain what the keystone does.) 

In what way would you say that 
Queen’ Esther was a God-sent “keystone” 
for building his “arch” of service to the 
Jewish race? What kind of qualities 
should one have, in order to be an ef- 
fective Christian “keystone” to-day? 
How can you and I know whether we, 
too,.may not have. “come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this”; that is, whether 
God has singled us out to do something 
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keystone Christians in 1922 as never be- 
fore? (3) ? ihe 
_ Take these questions (or, better still, 
others of your own) and with an earn- 
"est prayer for leadership fit them to the 
, particular things you know your lads 
are doing and thinking. Every boy in 


1922 


_ the “kingdom” whenever the great “time” 


Lesson for August Ib 
Book of Esther 


real? What events are occurring to-day 
that make you feel that the world needs 


America has- come to the Kingdom for 
such a time as we face right now in 
t 


‘Every Christian boy, no matter how 
unimportant he may think himself, is 


a “keystone” to some one else. Some- 
thing that urgently needs doing can be 
done better by t restless tellow in 


front of you riage 4 than by any one 
else in the world. Even though it may, 
look little and insignificant, it can de- 
velop vast possibilities in God’s hands. 
It is the boy’s part to live in the sur- 
rendered spirit that kept Esther willing 
to follow trustingly wherever Go 
might lead; it. is ours, as teachers, so to 
train and instruct our boys that they 
too will be ready for instant sérvice in 


comes. 
For Next Week’sLesson =| 

(To be assigned in advance for .home- 
work.) : art 

The plan to be outlined ‘for next Sun- 
day’s lesson will include a question for 
edch member of ‘the class. A complete 
set will be published in this column as 
a suggestion for the teacher in prepar- 
ing others to fit the individual needs of 
each class. 

Hupson, Ox10. 


Two Remarkable Leaflets 
Encouraging Bible Memorizing 


1.—‘“‘ Passages to Memorize” (4 pages, emphasiz- 
__ing the authority of the Bible and the’ Deity 
oPChiist); 60c 100; $5 per 1000, 15¢ per 
1 gaan, or 2¢ each, postpaid. 

'2.—Old Testament Selections : 

; Mascioanis } per } lin; : 

our Savio * r roo, $8. 

per 1000, 20c’per deoun ‘or Zeeach, postpaid. 
For widespread distribution in the family circle, 
Sunday-school classes, Young Peaple’s. Societies, 
jand to drop into letters to missionaries, 
' Christian workers, and other friends in the home 
field. Little pamphlets that will bring great blessing! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Bye Suaday Shot Gis 


Philadelphia, July 29, 1922 


- 











‘ Particularly 
the 

















Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
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| The Young People’s } 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell _ 





August 20. Following and Setting Good Ex- 
amples. 2 Chron. 24: 15-19; 26 : 3-5. 

August 27. Lessons from God’s Out-of-Doors. 
Psa. 8 : 1-9. 

September 3. Better Giving. Acts 20 : 31-35. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

September io. ° God’s Tactsinde and Our 
Obedience. Psa, 119 : 33-40. ‘ 


Suniey, Atguit 13 
te. Pride and Humility 
(James 4 : 6-10) 


Mon.—Pride of Prosperity (Deut. 8 : 11-20). 
‘“A pompous young fellow was loudly be- 
wailing his inability to find an errand man 
to carry a turkey for him, when Chief Jus- 
tice Marshall offered » take it home for 
him, and did. When tc who ‘the obliging 
old man’ was it began to dawn on him 
that there was a vast difference between 
dignity and dudism.” 

Tues.—Humility .of Christ (Phil. 2: 1-11). 
Jesus “took upon him the form” of the 
lowest slave washing feet, and the death of 
the most despised criminal. If the King of 
Glory stooped so low, how ridiculous for 
any poor human being to be proud! 

23 2 1-12). 
“The truly great man is ever the most hum- 
ble. He is aware that for everything he 
can do there are a hundred things. he can- 
not do; that for everything he knows there 
are a thousand he does not know; and 
that if he is possessed of some good qual- 
ities there are others he lacks.”—G. R 
Hewitt. 

Thurs.~—Humility of Heart (Psa. 131 : 1-3). 
“Promotion cometh neither from the east, 
nor from the west, nor from the south, 
but God is the Judge: he putteth down one 
and setteth up another.” Can we not say 
with David, “Thy gentleness hath made 
me great”? ‘ , ; 
Fri.—Spiritual Pride (Rev. 3: 17-22). “If I 

, were to bring poor, ignorant folks into our 
-yourig People’s society the others would 

; ‘drop the,” ‘complained ‘an earnest’ young 

' “Christian. How can God bless those who 
disobey -his last request? < : 

Sat.—Humility in Practise (Luke 22 : 24-30): 
Humility, is not. appreciated by our com- 
panions, but there is joy in it when we 
remember that we “serve the Lord Christ.” 
If we please him, what matters it about 
the rest? 


SK a person if-he is saved and see 
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how quickly.he betrays himself, “I 
have been a church-member for nine! 
years,” icily replies -a young woman, | 
turning her back rudely upon the timid 
personal worker. “I. want you to un-| 
derstand I was.born a Christian and 
raised in a cultured family. Do you take 
me for a heathen?” indignantly exclaims 
another. | 

The true Christian is seldom proud. 
He daily kneels before the Master with 
sorrow- of heart that he falls so far 
short of what he might be in God’s hands 
if only the Holy Spirit could completely 
fill him as he did Peter and Paul and 
Wesley and Moody. He does not become 





The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- | 
able in advance, for either old or new | 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. : 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

e separate addresses or in a 
package to ane address, $1.50 each, per 
year. : 
One copy,,or any number of 


$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 


aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday. School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


discouraged, however, for he _ trusts 
’ 


d’s Word: “Being confident of this 


| very thing, that he which hath begun 


a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.” : 

As he grows in grace and in useful- 
ness to God he entirely forgets himself 
in his heart-yearning to bring scores and 
hundreds out of the darkness of sin into 
eternal life and joy, making the prayer 
of his life: * 


“Out of unrest and arrogant’ pride, 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 

Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,. 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward for aye on wings like a dove, 


Jesus,-I come to Thee.” . 


“We are leaky vessels,-and have to be 
kept right under the fountain all the 
time in order to be kept full. If we are 
going to be used by God, we musf be 
very humble. Humility and holiness go 
together. A man that abides in Christ 
will be the humblest of men. Let us 
abide in him.”—Moody, 

What dangers arise from pride ?— 
Jesus said: “I am meek and lowly in 
heart,” and he cannot work in a proud 
heart. Only his presence keeps out evil 
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desires that lead to disaster. Our safety 
is in him’ with pride barred out. - 





w does humility differ from weak- 
actte Weckgon is the result of sin. If 
we abide in Christ he gives victory over 
sin. “If we are right we can afford to 
be humble; if we are wrong we cannot 


| afford to be proud.” 


How does Jesus show humility 7— 
Jesus” leaving Heaven at all shows hu- 
mility. He said, “I do always those 
things which please the Father.” He 
never acted for self. 


Norwoop, Oux10. 





[ Children at Home 





Ruth’s Prayer of Faith 
By Chester E. Shuler 


“6 OME, dears, get your hats and 
coats; I am ready to go,” called 
Mr. Cowden to his two children, Ruth, 
aged nine, and Roy, aged seven. He 
was going to the mill, in the village, 
and had told the children they might 
go with him in the farm wagon. _ 

“Yes, papa, we're all ready,” replied 
Ruth, as they scrambled up to their 
seat with their father. ‘ 

The ride to the village mill was al- 
ways a big event in‘ the lives of Ruth 
and Roy. This was a lovely spring day, 
the trees were in bloom and the grass 
fresh and green. Altogether it was 
difficult to be otherwise than happy and 
thankful to God for such a beautiful 


"| place to live. 


When they arrived at the mill, Mr. 
Cowden entered to transact his business, 
and left the children on the seat of the 
wagon to hold the reins, while the team, 
“Pete” and “Dick,” ‘were allowed: to 
stand without hitching. They were 
trusty horses, and were never known to 
run away: or to become frightened, so he 
felt perfectly safe in allowing them to 
stand untied, - 

Just how it happened the Children 
never knew, but while they were waitin 
for their father to return, suddenly Dic! 

ave a snort of’ fright, kicked with his 
Seek. and started rearing and plunging. 
Pete, his mate, took fright also, and the 
next instant they were galloping down 
the street. Ruth and Roy were thrown 
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backward into the box of the wagon, but 
luckily they landed on a pile of grain 
bags and were unhurt. e reins were 
jerked from their hands, however, and 
the team was galloping madly along the 
country road. 

Mr. Cowden heard the noise and 
rushed from the mill. He dashed after 
the wagon as fast as he could run, but 
was no match for the spirited team. He 
knew the road ‘had some very short 
turns, and, while he felt sure the horses 
would go toward home, he feared for 
the safety of the children, as well as 
the team and wagon. 4 

An automobile came along after: a 
time and picked up Mr. Cowden after 
hearing his story, and rushed him toward 
home. The team had already reached 
there and run up to the barn. . Mr. Cow- 
den was very much surprised, and very 
thankful to God, to find the children 
unharmed. Their mother, too, had been 
badly tvightened when she saw the team 
come galloping home, with two . little 
folks clinging to the sides of the wagon. 

When they asked the children whether 
they were frightened, Ruth, who had al- 
ways been taught to pray, and when in 
trouble to trust the Lord for help, re- 
plied, bravely, “No, I prayed for’ Jesus 
to bring us safe home. So he did, too, 
mamma !” 

“Well indeed can we learn a lesson 
from these little ones,” said Mr. Cowden 
to his wife. “Let us all kneel down 
here and thank God for their faith, as 
well as his faithfulnéss in saving our 
darlings.” 

The story of the children’s marvelous 
escape from death spread throughout the 
community, and when the Cowdens at- 
tended the village prayer-meeting a week 
later they had the pleasure of hearing 
a lady testify of the encouragement she 
had received from the simple faith of 
a child. 

The Lord Jesus will hear the prayers 
of 4 little girl or boy, just as he”héars 
those of: men and women who pray, to 
him in sincerity, so let us remember: to 
tell him abéut*our troubles and sorrows, 
to ask his care and protection in times 
of danger —and also to thank him for 
his goodness; and tell, him of our joys. 
He is interested in his children far more 
even, than our earthly fathers an 
mothers are interested in us. 


HarrisBurc, PA. 











How _— Pastor Can Win! 




















Every-Member 
Evangelism 


J. E. Conant, DD. 


program of evang 











gram into operation. 


m effective and 
@, Supplies practical methods for putting this pro- 


Bible Teacher and Evangelist 
G. Sets forth the Divine Program, Purpose, and 
Power for every Christian. 


@. Puts the responsibility for soul-winning where it 
belongs—on every individual Christian. 


| @, Gives the divine Soy 


mics that will make the 
permanent. 


A new bock that every paster will want for himeelf—with 
several copies for his church leaders. 
$1.50, postpaid 
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(Drite AEN BY(1)) 4 


It tells how you 
may secure an in- 
come that cannot 
shrink; how you 
may execute 
your own will; 
how you’ may 
create atrust 
fund; how you may give 
generously without hardship. 


It describes the annuity bond, a safe, 
convenient, and productive invest- 
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ment which promotes afundamental 
Christian enterprise. Endorsed by 
all denominations, 

Write for Booklet 16. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


-’ Rally Day Supplies 
The School that thinks anything of itself 
will give R Day the most thought- 
ful'and prayerful consideration. To in- 
sure a successful Rally Day write for 
our Budget listing our five new Cards 
and Button and the great service “ Rin 
True,”’ by C. Harold Lowden. A postal 
card request will do. 

“ The wisest cent you ever spent” 
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PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 Fr"... 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
Chicago, lll 








427 S. Dearborn Street, 








is only $1.00 for a whole year—LBSS THAN 
Don't apes i+ aston Sayeqnes soyss ‘*There 
is no other I like as well.”’ Sample co, ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. " vo f a bessou 
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EQUIPMENT 


for 
Church and 
Sunday School 
Send for literature 


De Long Furniture Co. 


Department §. S. T. 


WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


BRONZE 18.ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


‘PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, Neri, Miche | 


nae, Se 


List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St. ROCHESTER, N. ¥ 


[Cuticura Soap| 


—The Safety Razor— 


Shaving Soap 


h withoutmag. Everywhere 2ic. 





















































When answering advertisements, please 
mention Sanday Schoel Times. 
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For Family Worship 
By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the 
——— them 4 are His.’’ Its leafiets are 
— ed free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 

on 


calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of he Sunday School Times. 


Waiting at the Door 


{* IS said that a man stopped a 
‘preacher on a street in London, and 
said: “I once heard you preach in Paris, 
and something you said was the means 
of my conversion.” “What was it?” 
"You said the latch was on our side of 
the door. I had always thought God 
hard, and that we must do something to 
propitiate him. It was a new thought 
that Christ had done it all, and was 
waiting at the door for me to open to 
him.” . 

_ Yes, and in prayer the asking latch 
is also on our side the door, and it is 
the “faith of God,” given to those who 
ask, that nerves the hand to open wide 
the door and to receive through Christ 
all that it is the Father’s will that we 
should receive. See Sunday’s “Prayer 
Suggestions.” 


August 7 to 13 
Mon.—Esther 1': 1-8. 
The Feast of Ahasuerus. 
What a picture of royal opulence. A 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces; a 
six-months’ feast; unparalleled splen- 
dor; vessels of gold and no two alike; 
remarkable liberty accorded the guests 
—‘“personal liberty” indeed! The story 
is brief and of deepest interest. Read 
it entire during the week. 
Prayer Succestions: If you have an 


| atlas, open it to the countries in the 
neighborhood of the Euphrates, and pray | 
| for the evangelization of those coun-| 


tries. Pray for all the nations of Asia, 


and for every missionary laboring on| 


that continent. 
Tues.—Esther 1:9-12. Vashti, the Queen. 


The, picture of ancient Oriental roy- 


alty in this chapter includes the queen 
as well as the king. What would you 
gather as to her character in these 
verses? Do you think she was right 
in refusing the king’s commandment? 
God’s overruling hand will become more 
apparent as the story progresses. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A missionary in 
China (Ruby J. Lundgren, under the 
C. I. ‘M.) writes to her parents in Indi- 
ana: “Keep -praying for us. There is 
power in prayer, and if power will be 
released as you pray, don’t you see what 
it will mean to aheee for whom you 
pray? We need POWER.” 
Wed.—Esther 2 : 15-20. Esther Chosen Queen. 
Unconsciously to himself Ahasuerus 
was proceeding exactly according to the 
overruling will of God, and God was 
proceeding in line with his “secret 
watch-care” of the nation which though 
dispersed was not forsaken. God never 
leaves or forsakes “them -that are his.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
lonely-hearted and discouraged every- 


where. Pray for those “cooped up” im} 


the crowded quarters of our great cities, 
who long for “just' a breath” of God’s 
country air. Pray forall conferences 
being planned for the autumn months. 
Thurs.—Esther 3: 8-15. Haman’s Plot. 

“The lot is cast into the lap; but the 
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord” 
(Prov. 16 +33): Man proposes, but God 

o plot against the person or 
the people whom God chooses to kee 
can ever succeed. Art thou indeed his 
*No. weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper” (Isa. 54: 17). tan pro- 
jects, but God protects. , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
worldly-minded pastor and church of- 
ficer. Pray for the thousands of young 
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people being led astray by the worldly 
amusements of worldly churches. Pray 
for a spiritual awakening that. shall 
change the present prevailing and de- 
plorable order, ~ 
Fri—Esther 4:10 to 5:3. Esther’s Courage. 
Were. Mordecai’s words fe 14) the 
secret of Esther’s courage Do you 
think she recognized in them a higher 
voice than Mordecai’s? God’s resources 


‘| are unlimited. If “enlargement and de- 


liverance” come not from one expeeted 
quarter, despair not. God may be work- 
ing out some infinitely larger purpose. 
Prayer Succestions: “After hopeless- 
ness, what?” Ah, Christ! As you pray, 
one him his rightful place in your 
eart and home, and see him in his own 
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no other book of the Bible,” says Dr. ~ 
Scofield, “is God’s providence” in behalf —— 


of his own “more conspicuous.” 


Prayer SuccEstions: Pray for your 
mother, your wife, your ‘sister, your 


daughter. Pray for the Christian wo- — 


men of America, and for all womanhood. 
Pray for every woman missionary at 


home and abroad, and for every woman - f 


instructor of the young.- 


Sun.—Psalm 34:1-8. Guardian Angels. - 


Do you believe that God’s “guardian 
Is” are still on duty? Though you 
believe it not, your unbelief does not 
alter the fact, for “He abideth faithful” 
(2 Tim. 2:13). But your abiding be- 
lief of the fact will make an infinite 
difference in your own life. Read He- 


eo 





time and way work out his larger pur- :14: A ; 
poses for you and yours. He “is the oped SG} SUR ge +2," 38; Maw 


power of God.” See John 6:29. ; 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for an in- 
Sat—Esther 813-6. Esther's Triumph. crease of faith in your own if and in 
Read the fascinating intervening chap-| the lives of your loved ones. Not only 
ters: A king’s insomnia, an intended| plead, but believe the promises of God. 
victim’s exaltation, a plotter’s destruc-| Other ings past away, but not so God's 
tion; and crowning all, in to-day’s read-| Word, by ich, even by “every word” 



















ing, a courageous woman’s triumph. “In! of which, mam is to live (Mati. 4:4). 





Have You Thought _ : fh 
of the Children 
of Belgium? 








What isto be their story,;: in. these after-war- years? 


How shall they be led into the light and life of the 
Gospel ? 


You would be amazed to know how little the pure 





Gospel is known among them, and -how -few there _ , Gi 
are to carry the Good News to young and old in, 
Belgium. P ; 


| Thousands ‘of children, as well as grown folks, are 
reached by the Belgian Gospel Mission workers— ; 
with your help. } 


More workers, more Testaments, more Sunday-school 
centers, are needed——and the“more: you ‘know about 
the work the more eager you will be to aid in sup- é 


porting it. 


Contributions should be sent to C. G. Trumbull, ri 
Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Belgian Gospel Mission 
Directors, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 














Are Your Teachers “Too Busy”? : 











Here is a little book they will take up just as interesting reading— 
a real ‘‘little kit’? of tools—bright ‘‘keen kutters,’’ plainly in- 
tended for use rather than for orriament, to help the teacher pre- 
pare his lessons, know his pupils, secure attention, ask the right 
kind of questions, use the right kind of illustrations, conduct real 
reviews, get the pupils to. work, lead them to Christ. 

Teaching methods are so simply told and so practically illustrated 
that the book will appeal especially to the untrained teacher, while 
at the same time proving a fresh attraction to those who have 
already had some training. « ‘‘ Not a toy for the imagination, but 
a real working set with which to carve Christian character.’’ Every 
teacher should have a copy of ‘‘A -Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools’’ 
(by Partie E. Howarp), 75 cents, postpaid. 
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